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Cordovez beglns^^^^Jasbuttle 

ISLAMABAD! (R) — A U.N.mrdiator began talks with Pak- 
istani authorities cm Satnrday on the format of future talks for an 
-Afghan peace setdemeat whfch.be says bosh the United States 
and the Soviet Union we ready to .guarantee. Pakistani officials 
gave on deiafti of foe first formal session between United Nations 
Undex-Scoerniy-Gcneral Dkis Cordovez and Pakistani Forcien 
Minister Sahabzada Yaqab Khan but said they would meet 
on Sunday. Mr. Coniovcz. who was aJsodtte |p-ineet President 
Mobaminati Za Ul Haq and Praw^t^^fMohainniad Khan 
Juncjo, is preparing for a new round of the U.N.-sponsored 
indirect talks between Pakistan and Afghanistan which began in 
Geneva in 1982. Mr. Cordovez arrived early on Saturday for 
toother sherd? between Islamabad and the Afghan capital of 
Katndtot^tobte^aUcadtertOTtfcefbrnatforthcfururctalks. 
Kabul says. 



Hamzeh: Vaccination efforts successful 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Health Zaid Hamzeh has des- j 
cribed an on-going national vaccination programme against tet- j 
anus and meades as g ready successful one week after it has started j 
and called on all govern meat departments to facilitate the imp- : 
!c mentation of the programme in all regions. The minister was ; 
addressing a seminar in Amman on the role of government dep- 
art men is in supporting the national campaign and facilitating the 
work of health teams. The Health Ministry's campaigns over the 
years have helped to reduce the risk of epidemics and reduced the 
mortality rate among children who are more prone than others to 
contact diseases, the minister said. He said dial by reducing die 
chances of such diseases its measles, polio and tetanus and dip- 
htheria the ministry has contributed to the economic and social 
development of the country. 
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Mubarak says Egypt 
survived ‘stab in dark/ 
urges swift reforms 

‘ Democratisation will continue’ 

CAIRO (Agencies) President Hosni Mub- 
arak, declaring that Egypt had survived “a 
treacherous stab in the dark,’ 9 on Saturday 
ordered his government to move quickly to 
boost the economy. 


GCC oil ministers 
study new strategy 

RIYADH (A?) - Saudi Arabian 
Oil Minister Ahmad Zaks Yamani 
and bis counterparts in the ux- 
natian Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCt?) met here Saturday to dev- 
te a collective policy on oil pro* 
duction and pricing, in pre- 
parancm for the Mar. It) OPEC 
: emergency omittance. With 3hc- 
ikh Yaosud ucrc thc oil ministers 
of Kuwait, the United Arab Emi- 
rates. Qatar, Oman and Bahrain. 
"The Riyadh meeting i«. designed 
to coordinate GCC oil policin at 
this critical stage in the oil mar- 
ket” said -UAE Oil Minister 
Mona Saeed Gteiba, "The mee- 
ting win contribute tn creating 
conditions <x>nd ueivt; to enabling 
OPEC tit confront this crisis.’' 

Gemayel sends 
good wishes to Assad 

BEIRUT tR)- — Lebanese Pre- 
sident Amid Gemayel sent a 
warmly -wonted telegram to Syr- 
ian leader Hafez Ai Assad on Sat- 
urday on foe 23rd anniversary of 
the revolution which brought' the 
Baa tfa i Party to jjower in Damascus 
(See page 2). Relations between 
the two presidents were strained 
by the Jan: -15 collapse of a 
Syrian-backed peace pact and 
Syria's allies 'in Lebanon dem- 
anded that Gemayel endorse it or 
resign. In the telegram, Mr. Gem- 
ayel conveyed his "heart-felt wis- 
hes for relations between our two 
countries to- remain dose and dis- 
tinguished by the spirit .of fra- 
terrUiV mid serenity, reflecting the 
historical and geographical' tics 
tlpr .fink us," preedeaiKd palace 
sources said? 

. ’ •**"• ... - . . _ 

Rush leaves . 

Tunis after visit 

TUNIS (R) — American Vice- 
President George Bush left for 
Lisbon Saturday afternoon after a 
brief visit to Tunisia aimed at lig- 
htening ties with a longstanding 
US. ally in North Africa. Mr. 
Bufo held talks with 83-ycar-old 
President Habib Bourguibu dur- 
ing, his ^ix-hourstay cm his way to 
attend the inauguration- cer- 
emonies of Portuguese President 
Mario Soares. Bush said after 
meeting Air. Bourguiba that the 
United States “bad enormous res- 
pect” for him (Earlier story on 
page 2). 

Spaniard willing 
to testify Israel 
has wrong man 

SABADELL. Spain (AP) - A 
Spanish civil war veteran who w;cs 
interred m the TrebTmka con- 
centration camp says be is willing 
to sign a sworn statement that the 
man Israel plans to try for the all- 
eged munJcrof thousands of camp , 
inmates is nor the infamous camp 1 
guard nicknamed "Ivan the Tct- 1 
rtole,” the national news agency , 
EFE said Saturday. Israel plans tn i 
try John Demjanjuk. 65. a retired 
steelworker from Cleveland. 
Ohio. who Israeli officials insist is 
"Ivm foe Terrible." fa a March 6 , 
interview with the Diario dc Sab- j 
adclL Garcia Rtoes said he was j 
convinced Demjanjuk was not ; 
"Ivan the Terrible.” because the 
guard had been killed by a camp i 
inmate during an August l*J43 : 
uprising. 
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Briefing fcgyptbns on lust 
week's riots by security police 
conscripts. Mr. Mubaritk attacked 
Syria Libya far branding the 
rampage a popular uprising .tad 
said thaf.on the atntrary, national 
unity was intact. 

lie said without elaborating 
that "a few JevuiixmisDs " were 
responsible for the riots by some 
.17 DUO police draftees, winch 
devastated hotels near Cairo's 
Pyramids. At (cast 10? people 
we nr killed and 700 injured in the 
riots and clashes with troops sent 
in to crush the mutiny. 

Security was tight as Mr. Mub- 
arak met Prime Minister AH 
Lutfi's cabinet and went to thc 
nearby National Assembly to add- 
ress the nation on Egypt's gravest 
crisis since be came jo power in 
1981 after President An war 
Sadat’s assassination. 

- The government on Saturday 
ended a night curfew imposed on 
Cairo 10 days ago. and schools 
and univefs itksjreopf ned in ano- 
ther sign that i(helteved the unrest 
was over. 

In the nationally televised spe- 


BE1RUT (AP) — A car bomb 
exploded on Saturday near an off- 
ice of President Amin GcmayiTs 
Falange Party in mostly Christian 
east Beirut, killing five civilians, 
and two others were slain when 
gunners loyal to Mr. Gemayel she- 
lled the city's mainly Muslim wes- 
tern sector, police reported. 

Soon after the bombing, mil- 
itiamen battled with artillery acr- 
oss Beirut's dividing green line. 
Troops loyal to Mr. Gemayel cla- 
shed with Syrian -backed mil- 
itia men in the mountains sou- 
theast of the capital. 

The bombing was the eighth in 
Beirut's eastern sector since Jan. 
15 when Mr. GemayiTs loyalists 
crushed hb Christian rivals in a 
bloody crackdown. 

Most were aimed at Fulange off- 
ices amid a campaign by Syrian- 
backed leftists and dissident rig- 
htists to oust Mr. Gemayel. a 
Moron ite Catholic, from office tor 
torpedoing a Syrbn-brokcrcd 
peace accord to end Lebanon's 


Police cast 
doubts over 
finding 
Palme killer 

STOCKHOLM (Agencies) - 
Swedish police expressed their 
first doubts on Satuniay about tra- 
cksig down those responsible for 
the assassinutkw of Prirtie Min- 
ister Olaf Palme ;is the country's 
largest ever murder hunt began its 
second week'. 

Newspapers quoted senior off- 
iccrsass;iying they had made little 
headway in solving the murder of 
Mr. Palme. 

"We haven’t even gut a scent of 
the kfllef.” one officer told the 
newspaper ExprcssSn. "We - 
haven’t a single real due.” 

Dagens Nyheter quoted ano- 
ther police officer as drawing a 
comparison with the attempt to j 
kill Pope John Raul in 1981 . Tur- | 
Irish gunman Mehmet Ali Agcu . 
was convicted of the shooting but j 
his motive and backing remains i 
unclear. j 

"In the same way there is a great i 
risk that the motive for the Palme 
(tiffing will never come to light,” 
the officer said. 

The comments contrasted with 
the optimism expressed by Sto- 
ckholm Police Commissioner 
Hans Holmer, who said Friday: 
■’TTiis is a tough case and we must 
be patient, but I'm confident that 
we will solve, it" 


cch lo parliament. Mr. Mubarak 
promised a full disclosure of the 
ciuses of the riots, whidi he des- 
cribed as the worst, moment of his 
life. 

Mr. Mubarak said that dyspitc 
the unrest, he never mnsidered 
imposing resit ietions on civil lib- 
erties nr rolling Kick on efforts to 
liberalise Egyptian political life. 

"The law shall remain the mas- 
ter.'* Mr. Mubarak said. "I say 
with all faith chut democracy is our 
great edifice, a solid pyramid in 
our life, it never incurred to me 
for one moment to resort to exc- 
eptional measures.” 

President Mubarak used the 
opportunity tn thank Arab and 
foreign leaders for expressions of 
support to Egypt. He specially hai- 
led His Majesty King Hussein for 
the feelings of Intimacy and sol- 
idarity towards Egypt during the 
riots." 

The other leaders Mr. Mubarak 
thanked on Saturday were: 

— Eresident Saddam Hussein of 
1 raq . “who contacted me from the 
waitront.” 

— Interim Sudanese leader Gen- 


Police said five people were kil- 
led and 42 wounded when the car 
bomb exploded in a street cro- 
wded with weekend shoppers in 
the Ashrafiyeh district at 1.15 
p-m. 

It was the third car-bombing in 
east Beirut in two weeks. Alt- 
ogether, the bombs have killed 5U 
people, nearly all of them civ- 
ilians. and wounded nearly 200. 

Chief warrant officer Yousscf 
Biter, the top police explosive 
expert, estimated the bomb car 
was packed with 125 kilogrammes 
of TNT. 

He said the explosives were 
wired to four 8i-mm mortar 
shells. But he said the rounds fai- 
led to detonate. The other car 
bombs were similarly wired to 
shells and landmines. 

The explosion damaged the 
Falaage office located on the first 
floor of a six -storey building. The 
bomb car was parked outside a 
candy store across the street. 

The blast set a gas station on fire 


MARRAKESH. Morocco (Age- 
ncies) — King Hasson II of Mor- 
occo said i»n Friday he has urged 
the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO) to set up an exile 
government for the Israeli- 
occupied territories "so that the 
world can tell the difference bet- 
ween the Palestinian resistance 
and terrorism.” 

The king told a late night 90- 
minute news conference in Mar- 
rakesh that the PLO's failure to 
follow his advice has created wid- 
espread confusion and has alt- 
owed the Palestinians' enemies to 
blame the PI .O for worldwide ter- 
rorism. 

‘ 'Even we A rabs pet confused." 
he said. "There are so many cha- 
nges and reassignment* within the 
Palestinian leadership that even 
we often cannot tell who is res- 
ponsible for what.” 

King Hassan did not identify 
any violent attack wrongly att- 
ributed to the PLO, nor mention 
any Palestinian leaden involved 
with "terrorism.” 

He said there was a need to 
"clarify the vocabulary of ter- 
rorism” to pin down who i* a ter- 
rorist and who is a patriot 
"To the Americans, for exa- 
mple, the Afghan Muiahedecnarc 
patriots while the Palestinians are 
terrorists," he said- ”But to the 
Russians, the Palestinians are pat- 
riots and the Mujahedeen are ter- 
rorists.” 


oral Abdul Rahman Swa- 

rcddiihah; 

— PakisUtni President Moh- 
ammad Zia Ut Huq; 

— Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat; 

— Sul Lin (Jabtxis Ibn Sa'iJ of 
Oman; 

— Prescient Ali AWullah Kileh 
of Nordi Yemen; 

— Saudi Arabian Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul /Aziz; 

— Sheikh Isa Ibn Salman Ai Kha- 
lifa, emir of Bahrain; 

— Sheikh Khalifa Ibn Hamad AI 
Thani. emir of Oauir; 

— French President Francois Vfit- 
t errand; 

— Italian Prime Minister Beltino 
Craxi 

— U5. President Ronald Reagan 
and 

— the Kuwaiti government. 

The riots were initially Warned 

on a rumour, denied by the gov- 
ernment, that security "force con- 
scription was being extended by 
one year to four years. 

Mr. Mubarak said state pro- 
secutors were interrogating arr- 
ested rioters and he did not want 
lo prejudge the probe by saying 
more about those responsible. 

He stressed repeatedly that 
Egypt's 48 million people had 
"stood firm in the face of a ter- 
rible test... a treacherous stab in 


along with 35 cars. The filling sta- 
tion burned out of control, wre- 
athing rescue teams in black 
smoke, an hour after the blast. 

As in the previous bombings, no 
group claimed responsibility for 
Saturday's blast. 

But Mr. Gemuyel's supporters 
have blamed followers of Elie 
Hohcika. 2V. whose militiamen 
were defeated by the president's 
men in the Jan. 15 bloodbath. 

Police said 350 people, mostly 
Hohcika loyalists, were killed in 
the one -day crackdown. More 
than 100 Hohcika supporters 
have heen rounded up in the Chr- 
istian heartland in recent days. 

Mr. Hohcika was Mr. Gem- 
ayeTs main challenger for lea- 
dership of Lebanon’s beleaguered 
1.6 million Christians. Vfr. Gcm- 
ayel moved against Mr. Hoheika 
after rhe militia commander sig- 
ned a Dec. 28 accord in Damascus 
with Shi'itc leader Nuhih Berri 
and socialist leader Walid Jun-i 
Watt. Mr. Ge may el’s main foes. 


King Hassan suggested that the 
creation of an exile Palestinian 
government could help end the 
Midcast deadlock by promoting a 
negotiated settlement. "It is imp- 
ortant for the Palestinians to have 
a universally recognised chief of 
state who can speak in their 
name" the king said. 

"Then the world will know who 
is the responsible lender of the 
Palestinian people and who is a 
terrorist.'* 

King Hassan said the PLO nee- 
ded lt> "further establish its res- 
pcctehility and credibility 

"I personally deem it necessary 
for the PI CTs credibility that the 
Palestinian organisation form a 
awemment-in-exile so that the 
whole world realises who are the 
troublemakers, who is the ter- 
rorixtnnd who Is die resistant. The, 
Pt .U is for resistance, not for ter- 
rorism. hut this confusion affects 
the PLO.” he said. 

A source close to the palace told 
Reuter the king implied the PLO 
had lost some credibility doting 
the lost few months because of dif- 
fering attitudes towards terrorism 
among various factious . 

He said setting up a government 
in exile would settle questions 
about who was representing 
whom, who was number two or 
who was the spokesman. “I, who 
consider myself among the closest 
to them, sometimes get mixed 
up,” be added. 


(Continued on page 2) 

Car bomb kills 5 in E. Beirut 


ll-year-okt civil war. 


Hassan II says he urged 
PLO to form government 



Hk Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan on Sat- Arabsat organisation's two sitellitei now in orbit 
urduy opens a two-day seminar on usage of the iPctra photo) 


Van den 

Broek 

leaves 

after talks 

with 

Crown 

Prince 

By Sa'ad G. Hattar 
with agency dispatches 

AM\L\N — Dutch Foreign Min- 
ister Huns von den Broek left 


Amman meeting studies ways 
to increase usage of Arabsat 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Mays and means to 
ensure maximum use of the two 
Arab Satellite Communications 
Organisation (Arabsat) satellites, 
now in orbit arc expected tn be 
tackled in a two-day seminar 
which opened here on Saturday. 

Arabsat's two satellites — 
fA-1) and (A-2). — which w.-cre 
launched in February and June 
last year marked the Arab World's 
first ever satellite communication 
venture and is expected to add 
impetus to the economic, social 
and cultural development of- the 
region. 

However, the said files" com- 
munication facilities arc used by 
dnlv 13 out of the 22 Arab cou- 
ntries who are members in the 
Arabsat group and its television 
exchanges in the region is limited 
by a shortage of ground stations to 
receive the satellite’s signals. 

In a key-note address to the 
Amman conference. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
called on the organisation's mem- 
bers to make the maximum use of 
both satellites' t e I - 
communication facilities and to 
outline future plans to ensure the 
adaptability of Arahsat satellites 
b> meet forthcoming technological 
and cultural demands. 

"We should remember that the 


average life span of any normal 
satellite is between seven to 10 
years. Hence, it is important that 
we should use the maximum tec- 
hnology it can offer us.” he told 
the conference, entitled "The role 
of Arabsat in developing regional 
culture and education" and Ls org- 
anised by the Arab Thought 
Forum (ATF). 

Prince Hassan, who also par- 
ticipated in the first working ses- 
sion of the conference, said Ara- 
bsat’s television and tel- 
ecommunication facilities have 
been used well below their sta- 
ndard. The Arahsuts' television 
channels, whose cost reached 25 
per cent of die total cost arc 
se mi-pa ralyscd. he said. 

Optimal use of both .Arabsat 
satellites amid he achieved once 
the organisation's members have 
completed building their ground 
stations to receive the satellites' 
signals and adequate ground net- 
works to transmit information to 
and from the ground station. Pri- 
nce Hassan said. 

Arabsat facilities, the Prince 
said, could also open up new hor- 
izons of services to its users, sta- 
rting with government entities 
such as radio, television und com- 
munication means, commercial 
entities and. cultural and scientific 
organisations and also meet the 
demands of the average house. 

The project, if properly imp- 


lemented and completed, will help 
in realising a comprehensive 
pan- Arab communication net- 
work to fulfill the following goals, 
which, according to Prince Has- 
san. are: 

— Upgrade information services 
in the areas of television, radio 
and news. 

— Transmit postal, telex and tel- 
ephone services. 

— Increase general und spe- 
cialised education in rural and 
remote areas through special edu- 
cational televised programmes. 

— Transmit cultural material for 
all age groups in an attempt to 
build a cultural rapprochement in 
the Arab World and eventually 
create an A rab-Islamic integrated 
culture. 

Prince Hassan also said that in 
transmitting pan-Arab cultural 
and educational information, the 
Arah World might lay the impetus 
for establishing an integrated 
Arab information bank for cul- 
tural. scientific und informatics 
exchanges. 

Outlining the satellites* fac- 
ilities. the director general of the 
Telecommunication Corporation 
ITC.C). Mohammad Shahed Ism- 
ail. presented a technical study 
which said: 

Jordan. Oman. Bahrain. Kuw- 
ait. Saudi Arabia. North Yemen. 

(Continued on page 2) 


Amman Saturday following an 
overnight visit during which he 
held talks with His Majesty King 
Hussein. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan and senior 
officials. 

No details were revealed on the 
talks. Reports from The Hague 
said on Fnday Mr. Van den Broek 
was to initiate a round of min- 
isterial and diplomatic contacts as 
part of a European Community 
(EC) effort to break the current 
stalemate in Middle East peace 
efforts. 

The Jordanian News Agency. 
Petra, said Mr. Van den Btoek's 
talks here covered Jordan-EC 
cooperation and means to further 
boost them. It did not give details. 

Jordanian officials" were not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

The King received Mr. Van den 
Broek .Friday evening and tile 
Crown Prince and foreign Min- 
ister Tahcr AI Masri held separate 
meetings with the Dutch minister 
cm Saturday. A spokesman for the 
Dutch consulate in Amman would 
only say that Mr. Van den Broek's 
visit was in bis capacity as an EC 
official. 

.An EC spokesman told the Jor- 
dan Times he was not officially 
informed of the visit by Mr. Van 
den Broek. 

The Dutch, current holders of 
the rotating EC presidency, were 
asked at a meeting of community 
foreign ministers to make fresh 
contact with Jordan, the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
and other parties in the Middle 
East conflict and seek ways to 
revive the stalled peace process. 


Iraq reports new 
air raids on Kharg 


BAHRAIN (Agencies) — Iraq 
said its jet fighters raided Iran's 
Kharg Island" oil terminal in the 
Gulfwatersnn Saturday, while the 
latest tinker victim in the off- 
shoots of the Iran-Iraq war limped 
into Dubai harbour. 

Dubai-based marine salvage 
executives said tugboats were tow- 
ing the 3U.U0U-ton Cypriot tanker 
Wise which was set on fire by Ira- 
nian helicopter gunships on Thu- 
rsday. The W ise was sailing with a 
load of gasoline from Bahrain en 
route to Australia at the time of 
the attack. 

The fire wa«. extinguished, after 
three of its Greek crewmembers 
were killed and 14 others injured. 
One crew man was reported mis- 
sing and feared dead. 

these executives, along with 
maritime shipping sources' along 
the region, told AP the Iranian 
helicopter aimed its missile dir- 
ectly at the vessel’s acc- 
ommodatkms quarters at a time 
when the crew was ea the red there. 


"They literally aimed at the 
accommodations quarters which is 
a highly disturbing trend.” said 
one shipping executive. 

He said the Iranians were also 
using highl y-accu rate guided mis- 
silt»~"w : ith the obvious intent of 
killing people. We are very con- 
cerned. 

The W ise was the fourth com- 
mercial vessel raided since Sunday 
by Iranian helicopters in the cen- 
tral part of the Gulf waterway in 
retaliation for Iraq's air and sea 
hlockadc on shipping lanes aro- 
und Kharg. 

In Baghdad, a military spo- 
kesman said Iraqi jet fighters lau- 
nched a raid on the key Iranian 
terminal, setting their targets abl- 
aze. 

All raiding warplanes returned 
safely to base, added the spo- 
kesman in the radio broad cast. 

Iraqi aircraft also carried out 
258 sorties against Iranian troop 
positions at the war-front, foe 
spokesman said. 


Moscow lambasts U.S. 
demand for U.N. staff cut 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Mos- 
cow reacted angrily on Satuniay to 
a U5. demand for staff cuts at the 
Soviet missions to the United Nat- 
ions in New York, saying it was a 
hostile move against both the Sov- 
iet Union and foe world body. 

Seeking to force changes in 
UJ9. policy to suit its interests. 
Washington used “raw pressure 
and blackmail” and took "one 
hostile action after another” aga- 
inst Communist and developing 
countries, foe official news agency 
TASS said. 

TASS did not indicate what the 
Soviet response might be. It said 
foe order violated the UJS. agr- 
eement for hosting the United 
Nations headquarters and that 
U.N. lawyers were studying the 
issue. 

It also commented that num- 
erous countries have raised "quite 
justified doubts” about continuing 
to base the United Nations in New 
York. 

The United States has ordered 
foe number of Soviet U.N. dip- 
lomatic personnel cut from 275 to 


1 70 — a 38-per cent slash — by 
.April I . iyS8. The United States 
said the Soviet staffing level is 
unreasonably high and that per- 
sonnel were engaged in espionage. 

"The U.S. administration has 
mode another hostile move aga- 
inst foe Soviet Union and foe Uni- 
ted Nations.'' TASS said. "This 
action, launched under far- 
fetched and groundless pretexts, 
obviously aims to further und- 
er ram e foe United Nations Org- 
anisation. an effort maintained by 
the incumbent U.S. adm- 
inistration over recent years with a 
stubbomess worthy of a better 
application.” 

The latest such move was foe 
“unceremonious demand” for 
reductions in personnel at the Sov- 
iet. Byelorussian and Ukrainian 
UJ9. missions, it added. 

The State Department ann- 
ounement on Friday said foe staff 
of 275 at the Soviet mission must 
be cut lo 170 in four stages by 
1 988 while the other two missions 
would be limited ro 10 diplomats 
each. 


PI aj blames U.S. for collapse of joint effort 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Palestine 
I iheratkm Organisation (PLO) 
on Saturday issued a statement in 
which it siU that it was keen on 
n;i in turning strong relations with 
Jordan and hoped to keep the rel- 
ationship "safe and sound in the 
face id all developments because i t 
is meant to safeguard the interest 
of the Jordanian and Palestinian 
people alike.” 

Ihe statement, issued in Tunis 
after a top-level PLO meeting, 
said font the PI O insisted on sec- 
uring “the basic elements for a 
solution to the Palestine problem 
which is :t prerequisite for a just 
peace.” 

Hie disagreement with Jordan 
is originally a disagreement with 
foe United States which hud 


hoped to put pressure on foe PLO. 
and the PLO regrets that King 
Hussein's speech to foe nation last 
month put the blame on the org- 
anisation. vindicating the United 
States, which should actually take 
the blame for aborting the 
Jordan ian-PLG joint moves ” the 
statement said. 

It said that the PLO would like 
to point out that foe United States 
had previously foiled "Jordan's 
own endeavours for implementing 
U.N. Security Councp Resolution 
242 and other resolutions and ini- 
tiatives due to its total bias tow- 
ards the Zionist enemy," 

The .state mem said Jordan'Tea- 
lises that foe danger which con- 
fronts the Jordanian as well as the 
Palestinian people is an attempt to 


find an alternative homeland for 
the Palestinian people in Jordan. 
But foe PLO. which had earlier 
foiled such plots of settling foe 
Palestinians in Sinai, in South 
Lebanon and in Syria, now again 
declares that Palestine is for the 
Palestinians and for the Arabs and 
will accept no other homeland.'' 

Jordan, the statement added, 
had over foe past months tried 
hard lo make foe United States 
accept the idea of an mtemationai 
conference to find a just and dur- 
able solution for the Palestine 
problem, "but has been con- 
fronted with American refusal to 
recognise the Palestinian people's 
national, rights in their homeland, 
and the right to self- 
determination." 


"The United States has con- 
tinued to insist that the PLO rec- 
ognise Resolutions 242 and 338 
and Israel's right to exist within 
secure boundaries in exchange for 
the United States' acceptance of 
foe PLO to participate in the pro- 
jected international conference,” 
the statement added. ' 

The statement said that "self- 
determination is a sacred right 
guaranteed by international agr- 
eements aqd the United Natrons 
Charter, and the Pales t inian peo- 
ple under its PLO leadership, has 
all the right to pursue the struggle 
to liberate Palestinian land.” 

Full text of foe PLO statement will 
be published in tomorrow’s issue 
of the Jordan Times, 







I Home-Middle East news 

Threat to kill French diplomat 
sharpens concern for hostages 


BEIRUT (R) — A caller claiming to speak 
for Islamic Jihad (holy war) Saturday thr- 
eatened to kill one of two kidnapped French 
diplomats, sharpening concern for the safety 
of foreign hostages in Lebanon. 


The unidentified caller told two 
international news agencies here 
the life of one of the diplomats 
would be at risk unless France met 
Islamic Jihad’s demands pro- 
mptly. 

"Any negligence or pro- 
crastination will endanger the 
lives of ( Marcel) Carton or ( Mar- 
cel) Fontaine, especially now we 
have begun to think seriously of 
executing one of them," be said. 

The clandestine organisation 
issued a statement three days ago 
saying it bad ''executed" French 
Arabist Michel Seurat, but so far 
□o evidence of bis death has been 
found. 

Islamic Jihad claims res- 
ponsibility for seizing five Ame- 
ricans and four Freochmen. inc- 
luding Seurat. It links their release 
with I ran -Iraq war issues and 
Middle East nationals imprisoned, 
abroad for political violence. 

Mr. Seurat’s reported killing 
has prompted a political furore in 
France ahead of general elections 
there .and the government has said 
it .might have erred in expelling 
two anti-government Iraqis to 
Baghdad last moath. 

The caller read a statement 
which added two new demands — 


that France should "recover" the 
two Iraqis and should send no 
envoy to Lebanon other than 
Lebanese-bom Doctor Razah 
Raad. who previously visited Bei- 
rut to contact with the kidnappers. 

France said Friday it would send 
three senior diplomats to Tehran. 
Damascus and Beirut to try to cla- 
rify Seurat's fate. 

In Paris. Dr. Raad told French 
Radio he was ready to go to Beirut 
"when the French government 
asks me to." 

He added: "If I don’t have the 
means to negotiate, that will only 
irritate the kidnappers." and said 
it was "clumsy” that the kid- 
nappers had been ignored until 
now. 

In an interview with Beirut’ s lef- 
tist As Safir newspaper, Seurat’s 
wife Mary said she thought the 
French govern men t was too late in 
trying to solve the hostage crisis. 

She said she doubted her bus- 
band had been killed because his 
body had so far not been found, 
adding that his seizure had been 
an error on the part of the radical 
Muslims. 

"I think there was a mistake. If 
Seurat was die target for kid- 
napping he would have been kid- 


napped in Beirut where he Hves 
rather than on the airport road... I 
considerthe French government is 
too late in finding a solution to this 
problem," she told die newspaper. 

Seurat was abducted with 
French journalist Jean -Paul Kau- 
ffman last May 22, soon after they 
arrived at Beirut airport. Vice- 
Consul Fontaine, 43. and embassy 
attache Carton. 62, were both 
kidnapped in Beirut on March 22 
last year. 

Saturday's caller repeated dem- 
ands that France should halt mil- 
itary and financial aid to Iraq in its 
war with Iran, and free Muslims 
imprisoned in France for their bid 
to kill former Iranian Prime Min- 
ister Shapour Bakhtiar in-1980. 

His statement struck out at 
French Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas for saying in a Paris radio 
interview that the hostages’ cap- 
tors would be held responsible for 
their actions. 

“No, Dumas. Your foolish thr- 
eats will not frighten us because of 
our advance knowledge that you 
are incapable of any action... 
Enough with your boasting and 
prattling... It is better for you to 
implement our conditions,” it 
said. 

Relatives of one of six Ame- 
ricans believed abducted- in Leb- 
anon Friday ni gh t appealed to the 
kidnappers to discuss their dem- 
ands with the US. government. 

"We believe in the same God... 
please, please let us begin tal- 
king." said a woman thought to be 


the sister of Lawrence Jenoo. a 
50-year-old Roman Catholic pri- 
est reported seized by Islamic 
Jihad in January last year. 

The appeal was broadcast by a 
Falangist television station in east 
Beirut. 

Fr. Jenco’s relatives said they 
had met President Ronald Reagan 
and Vice-President George Bush, 
travelled through 19 U.S. states 
and visited75 cities in their bid to 
drum, up support for their bid to 
free Fr. Jenoo and his fellow Ame- 
rican hostages. 

An Amer ican , diplomat Wil- 
liam Buckley, was said to have 
been killed by Islamic Jihad but 
his body has not been found. 

The group linked SeuratV'exe- 
cution" with French support for 
Iraq in its Gulf war with Iran and 
its expulsions last month of 30 
Middle Eastern nationals after 
bomb attacks in Paris that wou- 
nded 21 people. 

There has been no independent 
evidence of Seurat's death. 

Mary Seurat told Reuters Fri- 
day that talks to secure tire fre- 
edom of the French hostages had 
been near success at the start of 
1986, but the captors apparently 
decided that concessions offered 
by Paris were not sufficient. 

"He's not dead," she said. “Do 
you believe he’s dead? How can 
they execute someone who has 
always defended their cause? This 
claim is the most vicious of their 
actions." 


Chad shifts from drought relief to development 


By Robert Weller 

Associated Pros'- 

OUADl RAMBO. Chad t AP) — 
Beramgoto Baiemroe waited 
more than a year for a four-wheel 
drive truck so he no longer had to 
hitchhike to agricultural projects 
he supervises on the edge of the 
Sabara. 

Within weeks of the truck's del- 
ivery. it was destroyed by a baz- 
ooka round. 

Government troops had com- 
mandeered the Chadian official's 


truck, to help repel a Libyan- 
backed rebel attack on Ziguey. 80 
kilometres to the north. 

Baie more's predicament typ- 
ifies problems in the country 
which, according to the world 
bank, had the lowest per capita 
income — S80 a year — of any 
country for which figures were 
available. 

The landlocked Sahel country 
has to contend with the southward 
advance of the Sahara desert, rec- 
urrent drought and a civil war that 
has disrupted development for 
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more than 20 years. 

Chad received ' more than 
200,000 tons of food aid during 
last year's disastrous drought. But 
now that the immediate eme- 
rgency is largely over, relief age- 
ncies are focusing on development 
of the nation's meagre- resources. 

Retired British Brig. -Gen. 
Tony Moraement. director of the 
World Food Programme in Chad, 
is using the tons of food at his dis- 
posal to pay for the construction of 
schools. 

He also feeds workers who rec- 
laim Ouadis — ravines where 
water settles during the brief Sahel 
rainfalls — so that they can pro- 
duce enough food to support nea- 
rby villages. 

" We want to try to not give food 
forever. We don’t want to per- 
petuate an aid dependency sit- 
uation," Gen. Momement said. 

In the capital of N’Djamena. 
200 kilometres to the south, relief 
workers given a brief holiday bec- 
ause of the rebel attack debate the 
relief-dependency question. Some 
argue that there is no further dro- 
ught or famine problem, and that 
food aid will destroy the initiative 
of fanners. 

“We should burn all this food." 
said one French relief worker. The 
worker, who spoke on condition 
he not be named, said prefects 
(local governors) and tribal chi- 
eftains steal the food or even get 
agencies to give it to them to feed 
workers, including slaves, building 
housing or farming for them. 

Gen. Moraement’s agency con- 
i trols most of the food available in 
Chad, or the transport needed to 
deliver it. And it means he som- 


etimes says no to very important 
people. 

The gray-haired veteran of 31 
years of military service recalled 
that the prefect of the Lake Chad 
region. 100 kilometres south of 
Ouadi Rarabo, made an imp- 
assioned appeal for food aid. Gen. 
Momement had the only available 
tracks, but he declined to proride 
them until relief workers in the 
area confirmed the need. 

Belgian doctors visited the vil- 
lages and found women wearing 
gold bracelets, the fruit of recent 
cattle sales. Gen. Momement ref- 
used to deliver the food. 

On a recent visit to the nearby 
regional capital of Mao. Gen. 

. Momement told the prefect. 
Mamadou Affono. he applauded 
the Chadian practice of dem- 
ocratically sharing all food aid. 

But he reminded Affono the 
donor nations wanted the food 
only to go to the hungry. 

The prefect, in the presence of 
journalists, responded that the 
food emergency continued, des- 
pite increased rainfall. He then 
asked Gen. Momement if his age- 
ncy could build houses for him and 
his men. 

In the best diplomatic tradition, 
the brigadier said the prefect sho- 
uld make a list of his priorities and 
the World Food Programme 
would review it. 

" My job is to make the best pos- 
sible use of the administration." 
Gen. Mornaraent said. Without 
the support of the prefect and the 
Sultan of Mao. little could be acc- 
omplished and whatever was done 
would collapse as soon as the aid 
workers departed, he added. 


Bush in 
Tunisia to 
strengthen 
damaged 
relations 

TUNIS (Agencies) — American 
Vice -Presklent George Bush arr- 
ived in T unis ia Saturday to str- 
engthen links with a longstanding 
US. ally after resentment caused 
by Washington's approval of an 
Israeli raid against Palestinians. 

Mr. B ush was welcomed by 
Prime Minister Mohammed MzaJi 
and was due to meet 83-year-old 
President Habib Bourguiha. 

President Reagan’s approval of 
Israel's bombing of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
headquarters on the outskirts of 
T unis on Oct. 1 chilled tra- 
ditionally warm Tunisian- 
American relations for a while. 

To repair the damage Was- 
hington sent senior official John 
Whitehead to T unis in October to 
express "deep regrets" after the 
bombing raid. 

Mr. Bush, who is accompanied 
by LI Assistant Secretary of 
State For Middle East Affairs. 
Richard Murphy, will discuss bil- 
ateral relations, the Middle East 
and regional problems including 
Tunisian -Libyan relations, dip- 
lomatic sources said. 

When Mr. Bourguiba visited 
Washington last June, the United 
States reaffirmed its support for 
Tunisia's territorial integrity. 

Relations between the two cou- 
ntries suffered a serious shock fol- 
lowing the Israeli air raid on the 
PLO headquarters. About 80 
Palestinians and 20 Tunisians died 
in the raid. 

The Tunisians were irate when 
Mr. Reagan called the raid jus- 
tified, and a later retraction did 
little to change that attitude. Tu- 
nisian officials spoke of a re- 
examination of the country’s close 
relations with the United States, 
and the US. embassy and cultural 
centre were saved from angry 
mobs by riot police. 

Threat to break ties 

The Tunisians had even thr- 
eatened to break relations with 
the United States had it vetoed a 
UK. Security Council resolution 
condemning the raid. 

White House Spokesman Larry 
Speakes said "the vice- 
president's visit to Tunis provides 
the opportunity to underscore the 
longstanding ties of friendship and 
cooperation that have been a con- 
tinuing hallmark of American- 
Tunisiao relations.” 

The vice-president is expected 
to try “to turn the page" of the 
Oct. 1 raid, in the words of one 
Tunisian newspaper. That task is 
seen as even more urgent with 
Tunisia is in the process of dev- 
eloping a more "balanced” dip- 
lomatic position "in order to be 
equidistant between the two sup- 
erpowers." the newspaper sakL 

Tunisian relations with the Sov- 
iet Union have been wanning rec- 
ently. For the first time, a high- , 
level Tunisian delegation rep- , 
resenting the ruling Destourian j 
Socialist Party went to Moscow to 
attend the 27 ih congress of the j 
Soviet Communist Party. 
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MARRAKESH. Morocco (R) ■ — 
Kmg Hassan of Morocco has hin- 
ted that he would consider indirect 
talks with Poiisario guerrillas to 
settle the 10-year-old Western 
Sahara conflict. 

But be restated his refusal to 
negotiate directly and said he had 
not yet received any proposals for 
talks through foe intermediary of 
either foe United Nations or foe 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU). 

"Morocco has never been aga- 
inst discussion. But it refuses to 
negotiate directly” with the 
Algerian -backed Poiisario. foe 
king told a news conference at the 
royal palace late Friday night- 

Asked to comment on reports 
that UN. Secretary General Jav- 
ier Perez de Cuellar and foe cur- 
rent OAU chairman.. Senegal's 
Abdou Diouf, were con- 
templating indirect talks between 
Morocco and foe guerrillas, he 
said: 

"I would be ready to read any 


aran Arab Democratic Republic 
was admitted as frill member in 
1984. 


Asked about possible med- 
iation in the Chad conflict. King 
Hassan said be had not been asked 
by either France or Libya “and 
still less to arrange a meeting bet- 
ween French President Francois 
Mitterrand and Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi" 

Morocco had been mentioned 
as a possible go-between because 
of its affiance with Libya, its close 
relations with France and its cop- 
tacts with Chadian President His- 
sene Habre. 

But King Hassan made clear at 


Asked whether the recent rap- 
proache men t between Algiersand 
Tripoli could signal a rift between 
Morocco and Libya, he said: “We 
think that any rapproachement 
between them, far from being 
harmful, can ally be beneficial for 
Morocco.” 

He also said he had discussed 
the issue of the Spanish enclaves 
of Ceuta and MeliJiaon Morocco’s 
northern coast with King Juan 
Carlos of Spain this week "in all 
serenity.” 


Su dan rebels claim 87 troops killed in clash 


LONDON (Agencies) — Sud- 
anese rebel forces have said they 
killed S7 government soldiers in a 
battle in "the southern Blue Nile 
region on Tuesday. 

* The Sudanese People's Lib- 
eration Army (SPL A) radio, mon- 
itored in London, said Friday fig- 

Mubarak 

urges 

swift 

reforms 

(Continued from page 1> 

the dark." but needed to tackle , 
urgen dy an economic crisis fuelled 
by" falling foreign exchange ear- 
nings. 

Mr. Mubarak urged Egyptians 
to say at home this year so as not 
to spend dollars on holidays abr- 
oad. and told Mr. LutfTs gov- 
ernment to take urgent action to : 
attract more remittances by more , 
than two million Egyptian wor- 
kers abroad. 

He urged Mr. Lutfi. appointed 
last September to strengthen the 
economy , to speed up his work 
and decide on "strong, practical 
and radical measures.” 

Attacking Syria and Libya for 
their stand an foe riots, he said 
Syrian President Hafez A1 Assad 
was wrong in saying they amo- 
unted to a popular uprising pro- 
mpted by Egyptians' rejection of 
Cairo’s 1 978 Camp David accords 
with Israel. 

"I hope that God may help bro- 
ther Assad in liberating the Golan 
Heights and evacuating Syrian 
forces from Lebanon so that they 
may be able to regain their sov- 
ereignty." Mr. Mubarak said. 

He attacked Libya’s "childish 
attitude" of repeatedly urging 
Egyptians to revolt and said it did 
not deserve comment. 

The president said Egypt had 
been the target of "an organised 
war of rumours" aimed at its sta- 
bility and prosperity. He did not 
identify those responsible or link 
his charge to last week’s riots, but 
said Egyptians "have turned bade 
all the arrows towards their ene- 
mies." 


hang lasted five hours, a lorry was 
destroyed and two mortars, four 
rifles and some ammunition were 
captured. 

Rebel leader John Garang said 
on foe radio that Rumbek, foe 
capital of Lakes province, was 
captured on Wednesday and the 
whole of the province was “a lib- 
erated area.” 

Praising his forces for their dis- 
cipline, he said any lapses would 
be severely dealt with. 

Meanwhile Sudan’s prime min- 
ister arrived Friday for talks with 
Uganda's new leaders. 

State-run Radio Uganda rep- 
orted the arrival of Prime Minister 
A1 Gazouly Dafaallah. but gave 
no details about his visit other 
than to say he would meet top 
Ugandan officials. 

One possible topic was the pre- 


sence in Sudan’s capital, Kha- 
rtoum. of foe ousted Ugandan 
leader. Gen. Tito Okello.’ 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, whose guerrillas took 
power in January, has invited 
Gen. Okello to return to Kampala 
and be accorded foe privileges of a 
former head of state. 

Mr. Dafaallah told reporters 
Thursday in Nairobi, Kenya, that 
his government felt Gen. Okello's 
return to Uganda would be a pos- 
itive development but that it 
would not pressure the general to 
leave. 

Soldiers commanded by the 
ousted armed forces chief. Lt.- 
Gen. Basilic Okello, have reg- 
rouped in the northern. Ugandan 
towns of Gulu and Kitgum, which 
are being approached by units of 
Mr. Museveni's National Res- 
istance Army. 


Meeting studies Arabsat usage 


1 Lon tBiued from page 1) 

Djibouti. Mauritania, Algeria and 
Tunisia have established their 
ground stations mid are exc- 
hanging direct telephone com- 
munications as well as telex and 
television services. 

Although one year has passed 
since the launch of both satellites 
foe investment in Arabsat remains 
"poor and below average.” 

Less than foe capacity of one of 
the satellites' e^hi telephone cha- 
nnels has been used. Each channel 
has a capacity of 1 ,000 lines, and 
at present only 180 tines have 
been used. 

Saudi Arabia was foe oaly cou- 
ntry to lease 1 25 channels out of 
nine channels allocated for tel- 
evision. 

The satellites' S bands — sat- 
ellite channels with intensified 
rays — which has been designed 
for direct television exchanges 
have remained unused. 

Some of foe exclusive cha- 
racteristics which the Arabsat sat- 
ellites can provide are: 

— Integrated service digital net- 
work (ISDN) — A future plan to 
use existing wire cabling and eve- 
ntually fibre optics to create a dig- 
ital communications network that 
will be as easy to use as the utility’s 
power lines. 


— Teleconferences. 

— Exchange of information 
among all Arab news agencies. 

— Transmission of banking and 
other business data and electronic 
maS processing. 

— Transmission of information, 
lectures and -documents among 
Arab universities. 

These benefits could be ach- 
ieved in each country if it dev- 
eloped a transmission station 
which rcould be connected with 
one -of Aiabsaf s nine channels, 
which are allocated for domestic 
use. Mr. Ismail said. 

Dr. Hamdi Kandeel, director of 
UNESCO's public information 
department, presented a paper on 
“foe international dimensions for 
the cultural and educational use of 
Arabsat.” 

Dr. Kandeel’s thesis said 
Arabsat members have not suc- 
ceeded in making an optimal use 
of foe satellites’ educational and 
cultural facilities due to “political 
misunderstandings and not bec- 
ause of technical failures.” 

The third paper submitted to 
foe conference touched on “dim- 
ensions of regional education thr- 
ough Arabsat's programmes” and 
was presented by Dr. Amani Kan- 
deel, a researcher from the 
Cairo-based centre for socio- 
criminal research. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 

TO DA Y’S EVENTS lection of painlings. ceramics, and scu- 

Iptur e by contemporary Islamic artists 
from most of the Muslim countries and a 

exhibitions 

Luwefcdeh. Opening boon: 10.00 a jd. 
rfrfiritkm of selected works by 1-30 pjn. and 3.00 pm. - 6.00 pm. 
an and Foreign Contemporary Closed Tuesdays. TeL 630128. 
it die AHa Art Gallery. Jabai Martyrs’ Manorial ( MBlaiy Nfasom): 
u First Clide (an til March 11). Collection of military memorabilia dat- 
ing from the Arab Revolt of 1916. 
A enema exhibition or titled Sports City. Amman. Opening hours 9 
lu, Ckreastr" at the French Cut- am.-4 pm. Closed Saturdays. TeL 
artre (until’ March 13). 664240. 

Popular Ufe of Jordan Museum: 100 to 
adrihiijaa of French i ndm*ri»i 150 year old items such as costumes, 
s and equipment at the Amman weapons, musical instruments, etc. 
t Hotel. In addition to die efis- Opening boun: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
'arioos French films co verin g Closed Tuesdays. TeL 637169. 


FOR THE TRAVELLER USEFUL TELEPHONE NOS 


EXHIBITIONS 

' An exhfirition of s elected works by 
Jordanian and Foreign Contemporary 
artists at tire Afia Art Gallery. Jabai 
Amman. First Cirde (antil March 11). 

' French enema exhibition entitled 
"Cocteau, Cneaste" at the French Cul- 
tural Centre (ontilManh 13). 

* An exhibition of French 
prod nets and equipment at the Amman 
Marriott Hotel In addition to the dis- 
plays, various French films covering 
French technologies and industries and 
win be screened during the exhi b i ti o n 
(until March 9) 

’ A book exhibition at the local orm- 
muuiiy development centre at Hay 
Hanra. Marta, organised by the Dep- 
artment of Lgnanes. Documentation 
and National Archives (until March 13 ). 

CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre TeL 

American Centre 

American Centre Library .;. 

BritirirCbunal 

French QihuxaJ Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Grltmai Centre 

Spanish Gihural Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Hays Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth City 

YWCA 

Y.WMA 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
University of Ionian Library 

MUSEUMS 


661026T7 

- 644371 
-.641520 
636147/8 
_ 637009 
.. 641993 

- 644203 

- 624049 
_ 639777 
_ 665195 
667181/6 

- 641793 

- 664251 

- 637111 
843555 


Folklore IVfcmriiiii: Jewelry and cos- 

Bunes over 100 yean okL Abo mosaics 
from Madeira and Jerarix (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre, 
Amman. Opening hours: 9.00 am. - 5 
pm. Year-round. TeL 651760. 
jBBfateAw hainlutJuiI lli fcsneTr ffasan 
ensDeot collection of the antiquities of 
Jordan. Jabai AJ QaTa (Citadel HfflL 
Opening brans: 9.00 am. - 5.00 pm. 
(Fridays and official holidays 10.00 am. 
4.00 pm.) Closed Tbesdsys. 
JoidaNMhMl Galeiy: Comamsa col- 


CHURCHES 

St. Jo sep h dank (Roman Catholic) 
J abai A mman. teL 624590. 

(march of the Arandatkn (Roman 
CatfaofieiJabaJ Lawribdeh. 637440. 
De la Safle Church (Roman Catbofic) 
Jabai Hussein, 661757. 

Gfandi cf the Awaondatka (Greek 
Oitfaodax)Abdafi. 623541. 

Aaglcoa Qardi (Church of the Red- 
eemer) j^bd Amman. 678906. 
A nairdim C a l n>0 c Church AshraSeh, 
771331. 

Armentai Ortfaadoc Cbanh Asfarafiefa, 

775261. 

St. Epfcrafcn Church (Syrian Ortitodax) 
Asfarafiefa. 771751. 

Aimiara IatmmlliwnT Cfaarcfa (Inter - 
d enomkrali onalV meets at Soattein 
Baptist School m Shmrisani, 677534. 
Evategsflcal LaAem Church, Jabai 
Amman, 6*h Cirde, (Rev. N. Sadr). 
TeL 81 1295. 

RsUmw Cnnerfflathii (International. 

Interdenomina tional ) meets in the 
Church of the Redeemer, Jabai 
Amman, TeL 606974. 


PRAYER TIMES 


,0fc32 fajr 

05:54 {Sunrise) Doha 

1M7 Dfanhr 

15*0 — Are 

1739 Maghr eb 

19312 ‘ Tsha 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


This information is supplied by Alia inf. 
onruakm department at the -Jurat ,-Uu 
International Airport, teL (08) 53200-5. 
<xhere it should always he verified. 

ARRIVALS 

<230 Bucharest ( RQ) 

OM0 Berlin. Lamaca (IF) 

09-JS Kuwait (RJ) 

09-J5 Dubai, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

9*45 Jeddah (RJ) 

09*5 Aqaba (RJ} 

IfcOQ Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

10s45 Dbahran, Riyadh (SV) 

13 JO Istanbul (TK) 

13*5 Kuwait (KU) 

15:05 Tripoli, Ixmara (l_Nj 

1705 Bagbdal (IA) 

1700 - Cairo RJ) 

17:50 — New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

17:55 Athens (RJ) 

1705 Paris, Brussels (RJ) 

1830 Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1840 London (RJ) 

18*0 Rome (RJ) 

1845 Athens. Damascus (OA) 

1845 Frankfurt (RJ) 

2800 Frankfort (LHJ 

2fc30 London (BA) 

2340 Cairo (MS) 

0025 — Baghdad (RJ) 

DEPARTURES 


Bucharest (RO) 

Damascus. Frankfort (LH; 

Aqaba |RJ) 

Danaacus. Paris (AF) 

Beirut (MEA) 

Damascus, Rome (AZ) 

lamaca, Berlin (IF) 

Trims. Qwahlanca (RJ) 

Vienna, New York (RJ ) 

Athens (RJ) 

Riyadh, Dbahran (SV) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Dbahran (TK) 

- Kuwrai (KU) 

t-nmani, TYtpriS (LN) 

BafodaiOA) 


Bahntm, Abu Dhabi ( 

Damascus I 

Baghdad < 

Cairo | 

Dubai, Muscat | 


21:30 . Singapore. Kuala 1 

2145 Baghdad. L 

2240 B; 

0045 


MARITIME TRAFFIC 

Regular dine ships docking at Aqaba 
p>?n: 

” — I ai tma 

— Kota Ratna 

Amm Kawar and Sons Company. Td; 
622324-9 at your service. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

Medium and high clouds win appear. 
An increase in temperature b expected. 
Light and variable winds wiO 
into southwesterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
sea calm. 

Amman 7/20 

Aqaba 13/26 

Deserts 6/21 

Jordan Valley 1(V26 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 17, Aqaba 24. Humidity rea- 
dings: A mm a n 44 per cent Aqaba 30 
per cent 

MONEY EXCHANGE 
Saturday rates 

_ Local sell /buy rales in fils 

Bahraini dinar - , ,, , 960 968 

Dutch guilder 138.5/ 140 

Egyptian gumea 200/ 206 

fouefa franc 503/ 51 A 

Iraqi tfinar 344/ 352 

Japanese yen (for 100) 195.1/ 197.4 

Kuwaiti anar 1267/ 1274 

l^bwnese lira 14/ 

Omam nyaj • 940/ 95Q 

Qwui riyal 99/ 101 

Sarfitiyal 98/ 101 

Swedish crown 48^ 49 

Swbs franc 184 £1 186.7 

Syren lira .231 25 

UAE tjrfwm 58 / jqo 

UX.steifcrgpMad .„.50B4/ 514.4 

US. dollar —350.2/ 3533 

W. German mark 156.4/ 158.1 


EMERGENCIES 

Amman govunorate 891228 

Amman dv3 defence 198, 199 

Civil Defeoce Ixbkl ..271293, 273131 

QviJ Defence Quwefoneb 770733 

Ambulance 193, 775111 

Amman downtown fire brigade ... 198 

First aid 630341 

Blood bank 778303 

Civil Defence rescue 661111 

Fire headquarters .. — 622090-3 

Pofice rescue „ 192,621111,637777 

Pofice headquarters ...._ 639141 

Traffic pofice 896390/1 

Electric Power Co. 636381/4.624881 
Municipal water complaints 771125/8 
Queen Afia foL Airport (08)53330/60 


NIGHT DUTY 


HOSPITALS 


Hussein Medical Centre — 

KhaBdi Maternity, J. Amn 
Akileh Maternity, J. 

Jabai Amman Maternity 
Malbas, J. Amman — 

Palestine, Shmeisaai 

Shmeisani Hospital 
University HoarftaJ 

AJ-Mua*er Hospital 

The Islamic, Abdafi 

AJ-AM, Abdafi 

Italian, Al-Mnhajreeu 

Al-Bashir, J. Arfaraflefa 

Army, Marks 

Queen Afia Hospital 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. Amman 

— 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
.. 664171/4 

— 669131 
845845/65 
.. 667227/9 
666127/37 

— 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
775111/26 
891611/15 

, 602240/50 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mohammad Abbadi 

Dr. Hisham Abu Aiqoub _ 

__ 778959 
893122 
661912 

A! Satam pharmacy 

639730 

Nairoukfa pharmacy 

623672 

Maher pharmacy .1... 

Ktutkri ptinnnary 

— 66S337 


. 772310 


. .774054 

TAXIS: 

A] Ah ram taxi 

..663911 



All am taxi 

_ 666022 

AJ Nahar taxi 

Shmeisani taxi 

-811619 
.. 665294 

ZRBID: 

Dr. Mohammad A1 ZuTri .. 

— 240816 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Fjtyzeh Abdul A zee 
A ba Shaikh pharmacy 

— 9SS299 
(_) 


GENERAL 

Jordan Television 773111/19 

Radio Jordan 774111/19 

Ministry of Tourism 642311 

Hotel corqplaiats 666412 

Price c omplain ts 661176 

^rioihoDc Infonnatioa 12 

Jordan and Middle East calk 10 

Overseas caBs 17 

Repair service 11 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperHower price 
Apple 

Apple (American) 

Banana 

Bwmim (Mnkanunar) 

Beetroot 

Beans 

Broad beam .. " 


9 uro *(w»BDw) :r:: 

Carrot (black) 

CanBflcwfr r ***“** 

9““^ (52 7“"’ 


& 

— 500/450 

— 300/240' 

— 250/200 

120/100 

520/450 

— 220/180 

— 50/ 30 
— 120/100 
— 140/100 

70/ 40 

-—140/100 

— 230/180; 
— 160/120. 
—1300/220 

3407280. 


Grapefruit ... 
Lemon —u-. 
Lettuce (per 1 

Marrow Barg 
Marrow (any 

sJiiAJU iglCGS 


fepperQn 
Potatoes 0i 
Potatoes (a 
.Radjfoe... 


Tomatoes^ 

Turnip.,,*— 


: 140/100 

— -200/160 

cue) 1«H 60 

so) - — ^ 100 / 80 

01)..- „___17Q/140 

180/140 

I):L 120/80 

mmmni) 196/150 
J and Valencia) 120/100 

.,.^..140/100 

.j..'......,:.. 500/448 

an 140/100 • 

c«>-^L---28O/M0 

70.1;-40- 
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Home news 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY MARCH 9, 1986 


Jordan to host three Arab 
parliamentary meetings this 
week, Fayez announces 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will day conference, he said, will also 
host three parliamentary con- tame inter-Arab parfiamentaiy 
ferences in the coming week and relations. 


at least 14 Arab countries in add- 
ition to the inter-Arab Par- 
liamentary Union (APU) are exp- 
ect ®d to attend. Speaker of the 
Lower House of Parliament Akef 
A1 Fayez announced at a press 
conference in Amman on Sat- 
urday. 

He said that the Palestine 
question, the Gulf war, Lebanon 
and Arab solidarity will be among 
the main topics on the agenda of 
the conference. 

The first such gathering to take 
place on Monday is the inter- Arab 
Parliamentary Union 17th mee- 
ting which will discuss die union’s 
achievements in 1985, new app- 
lications for joining the union, and 
an agenda for a general meeting 
by parliamentarians on Tuesday, a 
union’s plan for 1986, and ame- 
ndments for the union's con- 


According to Mr. Fayez, the 
third gathering will be a seminar 
related to the parliamentary con- 
ference. This meeting will be held 
on Thursday to discuss a number 
of matters connected with the 
interparliamentary union's leg- 
islations, he added. 

Mr. Fayez described the gat- 
herings, which will be open to the 
public, as among the most imp- 
ortant meetings to be organised by 
die union in view of the subjects 
on the agenda and in the light of 
die current Arab situation. Mr. 
Fayez said that the meetings will 
discuss political activities within 
the Euro- Arab dialogue and the 
.Afro -Arab dialogue as well as bol- 
stering the union's ties with the 
Arab Jurists Federation and the 
Arab Lawyers Union. 

In addition, Mr. Fayez con- 



Orbis leaves after carrying out 80 
eye operations, exchanging skills 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Project Orbis, the 
U 5. -based "flying eye hospital” 
aboard a DC-8 airliner, left 
Amman for Malta on Saturday 
after concluding a three- week 
programme of ophthalmic ope- 
rations and exchange of medical 
skills. 


since its inception in 1982. "Jor- 
danian doctors are very pro- 
fessional, with excellent medical 
training, open-minds and they are 
very progressive. 7 ’ Dr. Walker 
said describing local doctors with 
whom Orbis ophthalmologists 
exchanged hands-on surgical skills 
and techniques during their 
three-week programme here. 

Cornea bank 


Oibis arrived here from Bag- 
hdad on Feb. 16 and during its 


Speaker of the Lower Book of MM AkcfAl 
Fayes S ateiiiay hotdra pres w ftwc e to 


(Petra photo) 


will be held in 


stitution among other topics, Mr. tinued. the A raraan meetings 


Fayez said. 

The second meeting, he said, is 
the general parliamentaiy con- 
- fere nee itself due to be held on the 
following day. Tuesday. The con- 
ference will discuss a report on the 
union's activities since 1983, the 
current Arab political situation 
and elements required for enh- 
ancing Arab steadfastness in the 
face of dangers confronting the 
Arab nation as a whole. The two 


hope to contribute towards the 
Mexico parliamentary meeting 
due to be held in April and a sim- 
ilar one to be held in Argentina in 
October. 

He said the following countries 
will take partin the meetings: Jor- 
dan, Iraq. North Yemen. Algeria, 
Kuwait. Syria, the United Arab 
Emirates, Lebanon, Morocco. 
Somalia, South Yemen. Tunisia, 
Palestine and Djibouti. 


Haj 


Hassan outlines topics 
of Arab labour conference 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
the* Arab Labour Organisation 
( ALO) have signed an agreement 
under Much the latter wl I extend 
technical assistance to help imp- 
lement vocational training pro- 
grammes for Jordanians'. The 
ALO wfll also assist the gov- 
ernment in spreading health and 
safety precautionary measures 
among workers in various bus- 
inesses and industrial concerns. 
Minister of Labour and Social 
Development Khaied AJ Haj Has- 
san announced here Saturday.. 

The minister was speaking upon 
returning to Amman from Bag- 
hdad where be said he signed the 
agreement with ALO officials dur- 
ing a general Arab labour con- 
ference which started on March 4. 

Mr. Haj HasSan sail that* Jor- 
dan sibrmtteti' several proposals 
to the - general conference which 
were all approved by the par- 
ticipating delegations. Among 
these, he said, was a proposal cal- 
lingfor the gradual replacement of 
foreign workers by Arab workers 
throughout the Arab World and 
another urging Arab countries to 
adopt and implement a pan-Arab 
strategy on labour and economic 
matters which had been endorsed 
by the Amman Arab summit in 
|y80. 

International fund 


emphasised the need to lay down a 
strategy governing cooperation 
among Arab states in tire exc- 
hange of manpower with priority I 
to be given to Arab workers. 

During his visit to Baghdad. Mr. 
Haj Hassan said that he met with 
Iraqi Deputy Prime Minister Taha 
Yassin Ramadan who praised 
Jordan’s national policies and 
support for the Iraqi people in the 
face of I ranian aggression cm Arab 
territory. The minister also met 
with his Arab counterparts in the 
conference, especially those 
whose countries currently employ 
Jordanian workers, for discussions 
on bilateral cooperation in 
labour-related matters and emp- 
loyment. 

Support for Iraq •• • • - 


Ministry making plans to raise 
college standards, Assad says 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Higher Education Nassereddin A1 
Assad said Saturday that his min- 
istry and the Higher Education 
Council are currently making 
plans to develop Jordan's cora- 
mun ity col leges with a ’view to rai- 
sing their standards. 

The minister was speaking dur- 
ing a visit to the Amman Com- 
munity College where he was bri- 
efed on the courses given to tea- 
chers under training. He said at a 
meeting with officials, that the 
Ministry of Higher Education will 
maintain the general examination 
for community college students 
because the examination is the 
only criteria for differentiating 
between students and judging 
their capability and standards. 
But. he went on to say that the 
ministry will introduce many cha- 
nges in the curricula, and wDI 
make students more dependent on 


reference books rather than given 
textbooks in their different cou- 
rses of learning. 

The aim of development is to 
turn highly qualified people and to 
prepare those willing to join uni- 
versities for further studies, the 
minister pointed out. 

Dr. Assad said that community 
college students in engineering, 
electricity and mechanics Sat- 
urday embarked on a three-day 
practical examination session and 
■ students can be considered to ha ve 
passed their general exams for 
the diploma only when they have 
passed the theoretical as well as 
the practical tests and their cum- 
ulative marks are no less than 60 
as an average. 

The minister said that students 
being trained as teachers will also 
do practical as well as theoretical 
exams before being awarded their 
diplomas. 


Seminar on problems facing 
Jordanian women concludes 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


Jordan also caHed on the con- 
ference to help establish an int- 
ernational fund for compensating 
countries that export ski] led man- 
power for their training of wor- 
kers, similar to a proposal made by 
His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan to an international labour 
conference in Geneva in iy77. the 
minister said. He went on to say 
that the delegation explained the 
importance of offering free mov- 
ement of Arab workers thr- 
oughout the Arab region and 


rthe-confereoMr, the- minister' 
saidreondemnediran’s aggression 
on Iraq and paid tribute to the 
Iraqi government for seeking to 
settle the conflict through pea- 
ceful means. The conference 
urged all peace loving nations to 
intervene and end the war, and it 
called on Arab countries to sup- 
port Iraq in implemenation of the 
Arab League joint defence pact, 
the minister continued. 

Mr. Haj Hassan added that the 
conference decided to adopt a 
draft resolution that would con- 
demn Iran’s aggression and which 
would be submitted to die Int- 
ernational Labour Organisation's 
conference in Geneva due to be 
held in June. 

In addition , the conference dep- 
lored Israel’s inhuman practices 
and arbitrary measures against the 
Arab inhabitants of the occupied 
Arab territories, the minister said. 

Mr. Haj Hassan was acc- 
ompanied by a delegation rep- 
resenting his ministry, the emp- 
loyers and workers federations in 
Jordan. 


AMMAN — A four-day seminar 
tackling problems facing Jor- 
danian women concluded its work 
on Saturday by calling for the par- 
ticipation of Jordanian women in 
the legislative bodies and for the 
removal of all kinds of sex dis- 
crimination at work. 

During the seminar, which was 
orgqnise*i by the JonJanian Wij- 
tomajjtlnternatio 


ters Society to mark International wnracn 

V^f^^R^^raand.r^ . 

earchers s.ubmitted working pap-' whfd 1 called for the removal and 


country. At the conclusion of the 
seminar, the participants for- 
mulated a number of rec- 
ommendations which aim at imp- 
roving women’s conditions in all 
fields. 

The seminar called for the par- 
ticipation of women in legislative 
bodies and for the endttment of 
laws and regulations which gua- 
rantee the equality of men and 
women. 

. The participants ure;ed the gov- 
ernment to ratify anihraptemwit a 
Natrons' - accord 


ers on the different aspects and 
'problems which face women in 
Jordan. The papers covered the 
legal, political, social and eco- 
nomic factors which hinder the 
progress of working women in 
Jordan. 

In their papers, and later during 
the discussion, participants str- 
essed that the struggle to liberate 
women was part of the struggle to 
emancipate society and human 
beings from all forms of exp- 
loitation and discrimination. 

They also pointed out that the 
gains achieved hy Jordanian 
women towards a better social sta- 
tus cannot be detached from the 
political, social and economic pro- 
gress which Jordanian society has 
achieved. 

The participants said that one of 
the objectives of the seminar w as 
to "create a positive public opi- 
nion” in support of women’s just 
struggle to take a more active and 
effective role in the social. 

• economic and political life of the 


.abrogation of all forms ‘of dis- 
crimination against women. 

In a statement Issued at the con 
elusion of the seminar, the par- 
ticipants also outlined a number of 
specific suggestions to improve 
the conditions of wo men in all fie- 
lds. Tie statement urged the gov- 
ernment to effectively apply com- 
pulsory education and appealed to 
journalists and writers to raise this 
issue in the r articles. It also sug- 
gested the improvement of school 
curricula by including books 
which stresses the role of women 
in building society and her equ- 
ality with men. 

The participants culled For the 
extension of medical and basic 
health services to the rural and 
•remote areas with a special emp- 
hasis on women and childcare 
programmes. 

They also called for ame- 
ndments to the Labour Law in 
Jordan to guarantee equal pay for 
men and women, for the same job 
and for fully paid maternity leave. 


Health Ministry, university join forces to study 
benefits of Jordan’s springs, mineral waters 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Health Ministry 
and the University of Joidan are 
co-sponsoring a field study cm the 
benefits of the hot springs and 
mineral waters in the country as a 
first step of a plan to build health 
resorts and spas in the Kingdom, 
according to Health Ministry sou- 


the hot spring waters to attract 
patients from other Arab cou- 
ntries. 


waters in order to help Jordanian, 
doctors provide therapy and tre- 
atment for patients. 


Facilities for tow-income 
groups 


Word of warning 


rces. 


•Wl 

The first phase of the study rec- 
ently started in Afra. an area rich 
with hot mineral springs in the 
southern governorate of Tafileh. 
where a group of physiotherapists 

and researchers are accompanying 

16 patients on a two week stay to 
test the practical uses of the wat- 
ers. The experimental therapy at 
Afra was preceded by a number of 
academic researchers over the last 
four vears. conducted by both the 
Health Ministry and the Uni- 
versity of Jordan . The researchers 
studied the components of the 
spring waters there and their pot- 
ential medical benefits. 

According to Dr- Elias Sal- 
ameh, the chairman of the Centre 
for Water Studies and Research at 
die University of Jordan, the stu- 
dies so far showed that the water 
in Afra contains valuable dis- 
solved minerals and maintains a 
high: temperature of 46 degrees 
Centigrade all year round. He also 
said that the Afra mineral water 
coukl be bottled and used for hea- 
lth purposes in Jordan and exp- 
orted other Arab countries. 

Health Ministry sources exp- 
ressed hope that the Ministry of 
Tourism would kelp in promoting 


Dr. Khalil Haraed, head of the 
physiotherapy centre at AI Bashir 
Hospital, said that one of the main 
objectives of the study was to pro- 
vide natural physiotherapy tre- 
atment, including the drinking of 
mineral water, to low-income 
peopfe who cannot afford to travel 
to Europe and other countries for 
the same treatment. 

He told the Jordan Times that 
the best way to secure such fac- 
ilities for low- income patients is 
by building health resorts near the 
hot water springs in die country. 
He suggested that any health res- 
orts should be built at a reasonable 
cost so that low-income patients 
could afford the expenses of using 
the facilities. 

Other doctors, who agreed with 
Dr. Harried, pointed out that the 
■wealthy and financially well-off 
usual ly seek such treatment in the 
best resorts in Europe while the 
poor are deprived of such opp- 
ortunities. Consequently, the doc- 
tors argued, building luxurious 
resorts in Jordan could prove to be 
a loss since those who can afford 
the expenses are the ones who 
would prefer resorts in Europe 
and elsewhere. 

But building health resorts, 
according to the Health Ministry 
sources, is still a long term plan 
and the immediate goal is to dis- 
cover the benefits of the hot spring 


Dr. Hamed warned thatcitizens 
should not try to use the water 
without a doctor’s permission or 
instructions. He explained that 


some of the spring waters could 
contain radioactive materials to 
which patients should not be exp- 
osed for long periods. 

The experiment in Afra will be 
repeated in all areas where hot 
water springs are found until the 
benefits and uses of all the springs 
in the country are discovered awl 
put to use for medical purposes, he 
said. 



Natural mineral water in Jordan — potential for physiotherapy and 
therapeutic treatment (J.T. file photo) 


Rifai issues 


communique on 

government 

purchases 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Min- 
ister Zaid Al Rifai Saturday issued 
a communique instructing all gov- 
ernment departments to refrain 
from purchasing equipment or 
announcing tenders for purchases 
without prior coordination with 
the Ministry of Planning and the 
Ministry of Finance which will 
both study the various requests’for 
equipment, machines and other 
requirements for such dep- 
artments. 

The communique said that Jor- 
dan and the United Sates Agency 
for International Development 
(USAID) signed an agreement on 
Sept. 17. 1985 under which the 
latter w31 finance Jordan's pur- 
chases of goods and services to up 
to b50 million of which i>25 mil- 
lion have been allocated for the 
current fiscal year. This agr- 
eement, the communique said, 
was aimed at bolstering the gen- 
eral budget and the Jordanian bal- 
ance of payments and also to help 
create new jobs. The communiq ue 
called on all departments to abide 
by the provisions of the agreement 
and to cooperate with the two 
concerned ministries to ensure 
quick delivery of various req- 
uirements. 

Another communique issued by 
the prime minister instructed 
government departments to abide 
by regulations governing gua- 
rantees in dealing with local 
banks. It said that certain dep- 
artments bayyj been demanding 
JPWra 1 *]®® 5 as 
Open and'uMhutedby date .Tt said 
guarantees should bear a fixed 
date so that the interests of all 
concerned parties can be saf- 
eguarded. 


stay, the medical team carried out 
80 ophthalmologkal operations 
on local eye patients who were 
pre-selected from the King Hus- 
sein Medical Centre (KHMC). the 
University of Joidan Hospital and 
the government- ran A i Bashir 
Hospital. Dr. Stanley Walker, one 
of Orbis* three ophthalmologists, 
told the Jordan Times in an int- 
erview prior to departure. 

Dr. Walker said that the maj- 
ority of the eye operations carried 
put by Orbis's doctors side- 
by-side with Jordanian oph- 
thalmologists were occu-plastic 
surgeries, retinal operations, cor- 
nea transplants, comeal grafts and 
cataract surgeries. Orbis also 
managed to provide an average of 
100-eye examinations a day. five 
days a week, according to Dr. 
Walker. On board the aircraft is 
an ultra-modern examination 
room which is folly-equipped to 
perform eye-screening tests and 
examinations. 


Dr. Walker however noted that 
if more money was available for 
the purchase of advanced medical 
eye-equipment and treatment and 
if a Jordanian cornea bank could 
be established. "Jordanian oph- 
thalmologists could do miracles.’ 1 

Several press reports which 
covered Orbis' mission quoted 
Jordanian ophthalmologists as 
appealing to citizens to donate 
their corneas after their death. 
Local optometrists also called for 
the establishment of a local ooroea 
bank. The director of KHMCoph- 
thalmological department str- 
essed that cornea donations were 
acceptable to the three holy rel- 
igions. 

Dr. Walker commented that the 
establishment of a national pro- 
gramme to enable cornea don- 
ations will "take time, although 
Jordan ‘has proved itself to be a 
number one .country in tec- 
hnological. medical and scientific 
advancement.’’ 


thalraologists noticed that a high 
proportion of Jordanian youth 
safferfrora Keratoconus- a severe 
eye-disease in which the shape of a 
cornea takes ihe form of an arrow 
instead of the regular round 
shape. Keratoconus patients also 
suffer an 80 per cent of loss of 
eyesight. 

Commenting on the local inc- 
idence of Keratoconus. Dr. VVal- 
ker said: "If cornea donations 
were available, then comeal grafts 
could be carried out thus enabling 
the suffering youth to regain total 
sight.” Jordan cun-endy imports 
corneas from Denmark. 


Incidence of Keratoconus 


Free treatment 


During their visit. Orbis oph- 


Orbis visited Jordan in 1983 
upon an invitation from Her Maj- 
esty Queen Noor. During their 
current stay. Queen Noor visited 
the aircraft and inspected Orbis' 
laser and microsurgical equ- 
ipment. Their visit was arranged 
tty the KHMC in collaboration 
with the Jordan Ophfoal urological 
Society. 

Dr. Walker could not say when 
Orbis will return to Jordan but he 
indicated that another three-week 
programme of this calibre was 
inevitable. "All of us enjoyed our 
stay here and had an excellent 
exchange of surgical techniques 
between our staff and our Jor- 
danian counterparts.*' he said. 

On Thursday. Orbis presented 
the KHMC. and both the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and Al Bashir 
Hospitals with sets of video-tapes 
which were recorded during eye 
surgeries on board Orbis. 


Eye patients received free med- 
ical treatment on board the air- 
liner. but special cases whose ope- 
rations had to be carried out in 
local hospitals had to pay for the 
hospital's expenses but not for the 
cost of operation. 

Orbis is a private, non-profit 
making organisation whose obj- 
ective is to combat world bli- 
ndness through an international 
exchange of skills and information 
dissemination between medical 
personnel. 

According to an Orbs press rel- 
ease issued on the eve of their arr- 
ival to Jordan "there are 42 mil- 
lion blind people and another 500 
million people who suffer from 
potentially blinding eye disease. If 
only current techniques and kno- 
wledge were available, two-thirds 
of this blindness could be >el^ 

Dr- Walker said -that their exp- 
erience with Jordanian oph- 
thalmologists was one "of the best 
encounters Orbis has ever had” 


JDA to mark dental day 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Minister of Health 
Zaid Hamzeh is expected to pat- 
ronise the national dental day 
today during which nation-wide 
dental education programmes will 
be initiated. 

The Jordan Dentists Ass- 
ociation (JDA), in cooperation 
with foe Ministries of Health and 
Education, has drafted a scheme 
under which dentists throughout 
foe King dom wiD deliver lectures 
on dental care at schools^ acc- 
ording to JDA President Walid 
Maraqa. 

Slides, documentaries, bro- 
chures and paiidmg^tfafoitiops 
wfli be shown to^i^njibhc and 
school chMrenrto&nVara foe day. 
Dr. Maraqa told foe Jordan Times 
on Saturday. 

The main exhibition, to be ina- 


ugurated by the minister , will be at 
foe women’s vocational school in 
Amman . The exhibition will inc- 
lude pa in tings by students on den- 
tal care and oral hygiene. 

Speaking about foe day, which 
has been celebrated annually for 
force years. Dr. Maraqa said foe 
occasion was prompted by a rising 
incidence of dental caries and per- 
idontal diseases due to a lack of 
public awareness. 

The JDA suggested to the Arab 
Union of Dentists that the day be 
on a regional level and this pro- 
posal was accepted, Dr. Maraqa 
said. 

to another ’effort the JDA, in 
cooperation with Jordan Tel- 
evision ..has produced a'.doc- 
tuneotaiy on teeth care to be scr- 
eened on Sunday. The-- doc- 
umentary will be distributed to 
school video- libraries and Arab 
dentists associations for use. 


NOTICE TO CUSTOMERS OF 
THE CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, N.A. 
AMMAN BRANCH 


The Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A. wishes to advise its 
customers that it intends to close its branch and cease 
its operations in Amman as of the close of business on 
April 3, 1986. Chase is pleased to announce, however, 
that it has reached an agreement with The Bank of 
Jordan Ltd., which is a banking institution known to us 
and whom we hold in esteem, to accept the transfer of 
your account(s) under the same terms and conditions 
currently in effect with Chase. 


The Bank of Jordan Ltd. has advised Chase of their 
intention to continue to operate the business from 
Chase's present branch location at First Circle, Jebel 
Amman, and to employ substantially all of Chase's 
present staff so that your banking needs may continue to 
be served without disruption. 

A letter further explaining this transfer has been sent 
to ell customers at their most recent address on Chase’s 
records. If you have not received that letter or if you 
have any questions concerning this matter, please do 
not hesitate to contact us. 


Customer Service Representatives from The Bank of 
Jordan Ltd. will be available at Chase’s premises to 
respond to any questions you may have regarding their 
services. 


Thank you for your patronage, and please accept our 
expression of best wishes for all your future endeavors. 


The General Manager 


The Chase Manhattan Bank, N.A. Amman Branch 
P.O.Box 20191 

Amman, The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan 
Telephone: 625131 
Telex : 21479 Chase JO 
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The darity of Europe 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


Al Ra'i: Israeli aggression 


ISRAELI propaganda these days continue an attack on Jordan thr- 
ough different radio and television programmes. Israel, it seems, is. 
directing its fury on the Jordanian press in particular because Jor- 
danian newspapers continue to publish atrocities committed by Isr- 
aeli leaders against the Arab people under their rule. Israel commits 
all forms of oppression and tyranny against our people and a ccuses 
the Jordanian press of adopting an attitude hostile to peace. In fact 
the Israelis are not pleased with the Jordanian papers because they, 
reflect the government's national commitments and because the 


Jordanian press exposes Israel's inhuman actions. This psychological 
warfare on Jordan can never achieve Israel's ends and is bound to fail 


as it did before. But the campaign reflect the hostile attitude of the 
Israeli leaders towards Jordan and towards peace, though such pro- 
paganda programmes can never influence our people on both banks 
and can never force Jordan to change its course. What seems certain 
is that Israel does not benefit from past lessons and is still intent on 
pursuing hostile attitude towards the Arabs. Therefore we call on the 
Jordanian family to be well-aware of Israel’s intention and psy- 
chological war directed against Jordan's steadfastness and res- 
oluteness. 


Al Dustour: Pursuing peace 


U5. Assistant Secretary of State Richard Murphy plans to embark 
on a new Middle East trip in the coming days with the purpose of 
revitalising the peace process. But before leaving Washington, Mur- 
phy realises that the Israelis will not help him in his mission and that 
they continue to place obstacles in the path of peace, ironically 
supported by the United States. The United States has so far failed to 
take a meaningful step and a candid attitude that would be looked on 
as a balanced policy in its dealings with the Middle East despite the 
fact that it can do so. It should be noted, however, that the United 
States has, for once, taken a constructive step and agreed on the idea 
of an international conference and the need to grant the Palestinians 
their legitimate rights. The Arabs and the Palestinians have also 
taken a positive step towards a peaceful settlement by declaring their 
views and stands at the Fez Arab summit. It is only Israel which has so 
far refused to recognise Palestinian people's rights and takes mea- 
sures to Judaise Palestinian land. Therefore, before Murphy embarks 
on this mission, the United States should pressure Israel into acc- 
epting the call of peace. 


Sawt A l Shaab: Oil prices 


WESTERN information media these days focus attention on oil 
prices, maintaining that if the current decline in oil prices continues 
tiie Middle East in general and the Arab countries in particular will 
face real disaster because their economies greatly depend on oil. The 
rumours also maintain that the recent disturbances in Egypt were due 
mainly to the weakness in Egyptian economy and that other s imilar 
disturbances will soon prevail in other Arab countries. These are 
hostile information media and directing poisonous attack on the 
Arabs. They claim that only a rise in ofl prices would enable the 
Arabs to continue building themselves and develop their societjes- 
But it should be pointed out that oil is a very new thing in the life of 
the Arab Natwn and it is on agriculture that most Arab countries 
depend for a living. The oil revenues were the cause for the rise of 
prices of other bask commodities which Western countries sold to 
the oil producing nations. The oil was a negative element in some 
areas that tempted the people to forget about agriculture bringing 
about real weakness. The Arab Nation once had a great empire 
following the birth of Islam without any oil. The Arab countries can 
build up their strength with all the resources at their disposal, inc- 
luding oil, and therefore oO cannot be everything for the Arabs as the 
Western media continue to claim. 


THE INITIATION this week by the European Community 
(EC) of a round of diplomatic contacts to see what could be 
done to revive Middle East peace prospects offers tbe kind of 
opportunity that the region needs — if the EC is prepared to 
bring to bear on the Arab- Israeli conflict tbe brand of honesty 
mid clear-headedness that has usually characterised things 
European. 

For the past several years, the Middle East has witnessed a 
roller-coaster pattern of rising and falling hopes that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict might be resolved to tbe satisfaction of all 
via peaceful negotiations. Our hopes have not been realised. 
Yet, the bask problems and challenges remain tbe same: How 
to satisfy tiie mutual Pales tinian and Israeli claims to national 
rights, justice and security in Palestine, while meeting the Arab 
states’ just security needs as well. 

Tbe role of the Europeans in such a dynamic Iras always been 
imprecise. We often hear that Europe lacks the potential inf- 
luence on either Israel or the Arabs that would allow it to play a 
more substantial mediating role. Yet, keeping the mediator’s 
job as purely an American domain has also proved unfruitful. 
There is a more substantial European role to be played. .And 
thisrnay be an opportune time For Europe to play that role — in 
the wake of the latest breakdown in attempts to initiate a 
genuine peace process. 

A European role In the Middle East should be patterned on 
the positive European role in southern Africa. The EC may not 
be able to play tiie role of active mediator, but it can adopt a 
politically and morally fair and balanced position to act as 
counterpoint to the par tisanship of the United States. The 
European states suffer anther the political constramts nor the 
moral weaknesses of the American leadership. The Europeans 
can help by dearly delineating the essentials of a peaceful res- 
olotioo of the Arab-Israeli conflict, as they have done in several 
cases: the Palestinian right of national sdf-determination, the 
involvement of the Palestme Liberation Organisation (PLO)as 
the internationally recognised legitimate Palestinian lea- 
dership, and tbe right of all states in the area, including Israel 
and a Palestmian state confederated with Jordan, to' live in 
secure and internationally recognised borders. Where Ame- 
rica offers political imprecision and moral frailty, Europe can 
provide darity on both counts. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Faoek 


Price-fixing — a necessity or a bureaucratic gain? 

^ ■ ii^«, nr the eamoinst l 


AFTER two months of the new 
experience of floating the pri- 
ces of fruits and vegetables, the 
government reversed its pos- 
ition and decided last week to 
resume official pricing. The 
reason was said to be that foe 
dose monitoring of foe mar- 
kets through comparative sta- 
tistics proved that 'during foe 
two months, producers prices 
plunged while consumer prices 
surged, and that middlemen 
were the only winners. 

When foe prices oflocaJ fru- 
its and vegetables were floated, 
many officials and com- 
mentators suddenly discovered 
the virtues of interaction bet- 
ween simply and demand in a 
free market. They asserted that 
the termer will benefit. It is not 
surprising that foe same ind- 
ividuals had to reconsider their 
position and go public a gain in 
support of fixed prices! 

Ignoring those who follow 
foe wind, we believe that foe 
experience of abo lishing off- 


icial fixed prices, short lived as 
it may have been, is worth ser- 
ious evaluation. We must der- 
ive foe appro pr ia te lessons in 


order to prevent using the epi- 


sode as evidence against 
eralisation of the price mec- 
hanism, and in order to cut 
down on the role of bur- 
eaucrats in ranning the eco- 
nomy. 

Obviously, the two months 
period was not sufficient to 
reach meaningful conclusions 
about foe outcome. Economic 
factors treed a longer period to 
make their impact felt. Almost 
every reform or alteration of 
economic practices may result 
in foe situation getting worse 
before it starts to improve. If it 
was true that foe profit margins 
of distributors became larger in 
the absence of official price- 
fixing, our answer would be 
that njgher profits made by the 
distributors should attract 
more erf them to enter the bus- 
iness, which would result in 


Resignation of ‘CIA 
conscience’ opens way for 
more U.S. backing of 
‘freedom fighters’ 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — The res- 
ignation of CIA Deputy Director 
John McMahon has opened foe 
way for more active U.S. backing 
of anti-Communist rebels around 
the world, congressional int- 
elligence sources said Thursday. 

McMahon, who resigned on 
March 5 citing personal reasons, 
resisted plans to expand secret 
CIA paramilitary operations in 
developing nations and mod- 
erated the degree of CLA support 
for guerrillas opposing Com- 
munist regimes in Afghanistan 
and Central America, the sources 
said. 


He also aroused the ire of con- 
gressional conservatives by res- 
isting sweeping proposals for exp- 
anded a A counterspy operations 
and special satellites to track Sov- 
iet mobile nuclear missiles on foe 
ground in wartime, the sources 
said. 

Robert Gates, McMahon's rep- 
lacement, was expected to be 
more enthusiastic about backing 
anti-Marxist "freedom fighters", 
according to the sources, who 
spoke on condition they not be 
identified. 

The congressional sources, inv- 
olved in monitoring U 5 . int- 
elligence. said McMahon had blo- 
cked more advanced anti-aircraft 
weapons for rebels fighting Soviet 
troops in Afghanistan and had 
pared down proposals to boost 
arras to U -backed ‘'contra'' 
guerrillas in Nicaragua. 

McMahon, known in the int- 
elligence community as the 
"CIA’s conscience”, had been 
uncomfortable with secret mil- 
itary operations which be thought 
threatened foe priority which sho- 
uld be given to intelligence gat- 
hering, the sources said. 

His resignation followed a 
letter-writing campaign by con- 
servative groups urging the White 
House to fire him, according to 
John Houston of the lobby group 
"Free the Eagle.” 

The group bad delivered more 
than 10,000 anti- McMahon let- 
ters to White House Chief of Staff 
Donald Regan, saying the CIA 
official thwarted efforts to give 
Afghan rebels a fighting chance of 
ousting Soviet troops. Houston 
said. 

McMahon's defenders say he 
helped organise covert aid for 
Afghan rebels and backed aid to 
the contras. 


* 1 , i 



U.S. intelligence sources said 
McMahon resigned for personal, 
not policy reasons and said he had 
had the full confidence of CIA 
Director William Casey. A CIA 
spokesman said McMahon would 
have no comment. 

The congressional sources said 
McMahon, leading an inter- 
agency group on "contra” aid, had 
scrapped proposals in 1983-84 to 


Houston said a proposal being 
circulated in Congress would est- 
ablish a S500 million fund to back 
"freedom fighters'*, giving tbe 
Defence Department res- 
ponsibility for it. But Assistant 
Defence Secretary Richard Perle 
on Friday denied knowledge of it. 

The oongressionaJ sources said 
McMahon had opposed a plan by 
Senator Malcolm Wallop, a Rep- 
ublican then serving on the int- 
elligence committee, to step up 
operations for catching Soviet 
"moles” planted in the agency and 
to detect bogus intelligence leaked 
by Kremlin spies to mislead the 
West. 

McMahon had maintained that 
overzealous efforts to "spy on the 
spies” would cause turmoil within 
the agency, leading to suspicion 
and acrimony, the sources said. 

They said McMahon had foc- 
used spending for spy satellites on 
devices that could monitor Soviet 
compliance with nuclear arms 
pacts. 

They also said he had opposed a 
shift in spending .to technology 
which would allow the United Sta- 
tes to track and destroy Soviet 
missiles and other weapons in war. 

Conservatives like former int- 
elligence committee aide Angelo 
Codevilla say the proposed new 
technology could be vital in hel- 
ping to deflect a Soviet attack and 
that McMahon had placed too 
much stress on arms control. 


stronger competition and con- 
sequently lower prices for foe 
consumers, lower than the 
level prevailing on the pre- 
floatation period. Such adj- 
ustments do not simply take 
place in two months. 

On the other hand, eco-. 
nomk policies do not give foe 
desired results and foe str- 
uctural changes unless foe bus- 
iness community became rea- 
sonably convinced that these 
policies are stable, durable and 
not subject to continuous cha- 
nges. Thus foe mere fact that 
foe floatation of prices of fru- 
its and vegetables was called an' 
"experiment," deprived it 
from its effectiveness, and 
doomed it to fail lire. Under 
these circumstances, no new 
distributors entered the com- 
petition . and producers did not - 
alter their practices, including 
variety of products and areas 
allocated to each kind. Such 
alterations may take place only 
If producers and distributors 


were certain that foe new for- 
mula would prevail for years to 
come. 

Furthermore, foe statistical 
survey, which was presented to 
the Council of Ministers is not 
beyond challenge. It could eas- 
ily be misguiding. Those who 
prepared foe study did not hide 
then bias against a free pricing 
system. It is quite possible that 
figures were manipulated to 
suit some people's convictions. 

Tbe so-called study claimed 
that producers prices dropped 
(sometimes by 53 per cent). 
This is incredible, simply bec- 
ause producer prices were alw- 
ays floated. The products were 
always and are still sold via a 
public auction. Compulsory 
pricing comes into effort after 
that stage, and is based on the 
auction prices. Only the margin 
for re tail distributors was fixed. 
Wholesale buyers and exp- 
orters. as well as producers, are 
not affected in anyway. If pro- 
ducers' prices dropped by 53 


per cent, or any percentage, 
there should be no connection 
to whether or not the retailers 
mar gin was fixed. 

The study also claims that 
consumer prices shot up sha- 
rply, (sometimes by 150 per 
cent). The study did not say 
which prices it was referring to. 
Was it prices at the fabulous 
groceries of Jabal Amman, or 
foe modest shops in refugee 
camps, or in foe country side, 
or the vegetable market? 

Did statisticians pick up a 
price out of a wide Tange of 
prices depending on location 
and quality? Did they take foe 
highest prices asked for, tbe 
lowest or - the average? Did 
they follow up the various gra- 
des of each product? It is com- 
pletely unacceptable to com- 
pare foe most expensive kil- 
ogramme of tomato in Jabal 
A mman in a given day with the 
cheapest kilogramme sold in 
the Jordan Valley. 

These choices allow foe sta- 


tistirian or the economist- to 
distort figures ami to come 
wifoan^dmgs that will coo- : 
venientfy prove his point xrf 
view. The partial facts, foe 
manip ulated figures, the dis- 
'torted comparisons, and other 
factors can easily mislead dec- 
ision makers. * 

Finally, we still believe that 
supply and demand in a free 
market are more efficient than, 
a committee, .of bureaucrats 
who are fighting to ne&ore 
their lost powers. That may 
explain why copies of foe study 
readied the editors of foe new- 
spapers before reaching foe. 
Council of Ministers. The pur- 
pose being, to create, the atm--- 
osphere which will mislead the 
government ' ~ 

Let us face it, intervention in’; 
foe vegetable and fruit market 
is designed to serve foe infrain . 
consumers and the newdassof 
bureaucrats, at the 'expense of' 
the rural producer ana the ^ long - 
term interest of the economy. ’ 


sink Soviet freighters carrying 
supplies to Nicaragua's leftist gov- 
ernment and proposals to sow 
Nicaraguan ports with heavy 
mines, making them impassable. 

Instead . the group had opted for 
lighter, less effective mines which 
caused some damage but did not 
deter Moscow from continuing its 
supply efforts. VS. involvement 
in the 1984 mining was exposed, 
to Washington's embarrassment. 

The Reagan administration is 
pressing Congress to resume mil- 
itary aid to the "contras". 

Arms supplies to UNIT A ( Nat- 
ional Union for foe Total Ind- 
ependence of Angola) guerrillas 
fighting foe Marxist government 
were recently approved by the 
White House and are now on the 
way to Africa, according to U-S. 
officials. 



Dobrynin to return to Moscow 
after decades as East-West link 


Bv John Kampfner 

Reuter 


MOSCOW - Veteran Soviet 
Ambassador to Washington Ana- 
toly Dobrynin is to return ro Mos- 
cow after serving as' a major 
East-West link for more than 20 
years. 

His naming on March 6 as a sec- 
retary of the Communist Party's 
Central Committee follows spe- 
culation that he wanted a move 
from the United States, where he 
has spent almost hal f his adult I ife. 

Western experts in Kremlin aff- 
airs expected him to take over as 
head of the committee's int- 
ernational depan meat from Boris 
Ponomaryov. Si . who lost his jun- 
ior politbaro place at the end of 
the 27 tb party congress. 

The job involves formulating 
policy towards non-ruling foreign 
Communist parties and other 
left-wing parties — particularly in 


Western Europe — and mon- 
itoring such Western phenomena 
as disarmament groups. 

Appointed U.S. ambassador 
- early La 1962. Dobrynin was reg- 
arded as one. of the brightest, most 
' easy-going .and confident mem- 
bers of the diplomatic service. 

In 24 years as ambassador he 
worked with six US. presidents 
and under five Soviet leaders. 
Although popular and well- 
regarded in Washington circles, it 
was unclear bow much influence 
Dobrynin held in formulating Sov- 
iet foreign policy. 

Kremlin spokesman Leonid 
Zamyatin praised Dobrynin for 
his work as ambassador and said 
he would be difficult but not imp- 
ossible to replace. 

“As history teaches us. there 
are no people that cannot be sub- 
stituted.” he told a Moscow news 
conference. 

Zamyatin said Dobrynin was 


still ambassador in Washington know him well was former United ] 
until he formally handed over ha Nations ' Deputy Secretary- : 
credentials. ' General Arkady Shevchenko, ; 

He refused to speculate on who who defected to the United States ! 
would takeover the envoy’s job iq J984. ;c> - .... /;, : ; ; 

and said die matter would be con- ’‘Imaginative and suave, be fans 

.t. - . ' tjr. 


sidered only -after Dobrynin ret- 
urned to Moscow. 

In November 1985 he was cho- 
sen by Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev as one of his closest adv- 


an intuitive gift of understanding 
what makes people tick She- 
vchenko said. 


Dobrynin was frequently in the J 

uma.cv ~ one m uis *uv- ^ ^ ^ j 

isers at the Geneva summit with - ,• 7 „ t 

President Rcaean. tet foreign policy dectsBns torn 1 


Reagan 

During the presidency erf Ric- 
hard Nixon from 1969 to 1974 
Dobrynin was given direct access 
which allowed him to slip unn- 
oticed into foe White House for. 
regular meetings. _ 

Former US. Secretary of State 
Henry Kissinger, who worked clo- 
sely with Dobrynin, said he was 
<xie of few Soviet diplomats with 


angry Washington, often diverting 
attention from impending crises. ] 
In October 1962 he told Pre- j 
sklent John Kennedy that Moscow j 
would never install nuclear mis- 5 
siles in Cuba. A week later foe ] 
US. navy blocked Soviet ships J 
carrying missiles to the island. * 

Born near Moscow on Nov- j 
ember 16, 1919, Dobrynin, a | 


keen insight into the psychology of plumber’s son, .studied aircraft 
Westerners. . . engineering before be was sel- 

Anofoer man who came to ected for the diplomatic corps. 


Woman in top Soviet leadership for 1st time in 25 years 


By Helen Womack 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — A woman entered 
the top Kremlin leadership Thu- 
rsday for the first time in 25 years 
but Western diplomats said time 
would tell whether her app- 
ointment spelt real change for 
women in foe male-dominated 
Soviet Union. 

Closing foe 27 tb Soviet Com- 
munist Party congress. Kremlin 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev ann- 
ounced that former trade union 
official Alexandra Biryukova. 57. 
had been appointed to the pow- 
erful 11 -member Central Com- 
mittee secretariat working imm- 
ediately under foe politburo. 

The last woman to reach the top 
ranks of the Soviet leadership was 
Yekaterma Furtseva, who held 
full politburo membership from 
^957-1961 and the lesser post of 
culture minister from 1960 until 
her death in 1974. 

Furtseva ’s political career was 
set back by her association with 
ousted Soviet leader Nikita Khr- 
ushchev and her involvement in 
various corruption scandals. 


But foe diplomats said the social 
conservatism of the Soviet lea- 
dership rather than foe bad exa- 
mple set by Furtseva was foe rea- 
son why no woman had followed 
her to the top until Biryukova on 
March 6. 

From a frill list of new central 
committee members published on 
March 6 few additional women 
appeared to have been appointed. 

Among foe new members was 
Valentina Tereshkova, who in 
1963 became foe first woman in 
space and now heads dfe Soviet 
Women’s Committee. 

An official photograph of Bir- 
yukova showed her lobe a smart, 
severely-dressed woman. 
Daughter of a collective farmer, 
she is a graduate engineer who 
since 1976 has beaded a s tanding 
commission of tbe Russian Rep- 
ublic’s Supreme Soviet on wor- 
king conditions for women and 
ch3d care. 

Biryukova was in a way a 
"token woman”, they said, alt- 
hough her job on the secretariat 
would be very real. 

Her precise role is not yet 


known but it is expected to reflect 
her 17 years of experience as a 
secretary to the ceatral council of 
trade unions. 

"As to whether other women 
will rjge to top political posts, we 
must wait and .see.” commented 
one diplomat. 

“In matters of sexual equality, 
this country is about 25 years beh- 
ind the times.” 

In his keynote speech to foe 
congress last week, Gorbachev 
called for women to be promoted 
in foe party and public life while 
also announcing plans to give 
them more time off work to have 
and look after children. 

He made only one slip of foe 
tongue when reading out the list of 
appointments — “Anna. I mean 
Alexandra Biryukova”. 

_ Later be announced that a con- 
signment of flowers had been 
given by foe French Communist 
Parly and suggested they be han- 
ded out to the women present — 
27 per cent of foe 5.000 delegates 
but most of them among foe quota 
of ordinary workers sent to foe 
/ive -yearly congress. 


After decades of boasting that 
women had achieved full equality 
with men, foe Soviet Union now 


takes foe position that' equably, 
like Socialism itself, is “inc-- 


ompletely developed". 

Foreigners are often surprised 
to see women, including foe eid- 
eriy, performing manna ] labour on 
foe roads and railways or to meet 
women in professions such as eng- 
ineering. still male preserves in the 
West. 

But this spirit of equality has 
failed to reach upwards or to open 
really powerful and well paid jobs 
to women. ' 

At home, too, a woman who 
after a hard day's work must cook 
and clean for her unhelpful hus- 
band is likely to view as a mixed 
blessing the Soviet male tendency 
to old-world gallantry. 

- This courtsey was well ill- 
ustrated at a news conference last 
week by First Deputy Prime Min- 
ister Geidar Aliyev who, after 
speaking for some time ©asocial 
issues announced that he would 
take the next two questions from 
women journalists. 


% 


By Raja Asghar 

Reuter 


president starts an anti-journalists campaign 


ISLAMABAD — Pakistan's new- 
spapers, trying to break free of 
government influence after more 
than eight years of martial law, 
have oome under fresh pressure 
with a strong denunciation of their 

behaviour by President Moh- 
ammad Zia U1 Haq. 


And earlier assurances by foe 
administration of civilian Prime 
Minister Mohammad Khan Jun- 
ejo of press freedom are now tin- 
ged with conditions. 

General Zia, who is foe army 
chief as well foe country's pre- 
sident, gave newspapers one of his 
harshest rebukes this week. He 
accused them of being mis- 


chievous and said their journalists 
were .mostly ignorant, irr- 
esponsible and untrustworthy. 

His remarks in a. speech at a 
dinn er attended by a large number 
of journalists came only hours 
after Information and Bro- 
adcasting Minister Chaudhry Shu- 
jaat Hussain met newspaper edi- 
tors and owners to assure them of 
“full cooperation for foe bet- 
terment of foe newspaper ind- 
ustry.” 


giving an impression that dif- 
ferences were developing between 
himself and Junejo. whom he 
named prime minister after non- 
party parliamentary- elections last 
year. 

The General accused new- 
spapers of indulging in sen- 
sationalism to promote sales. He 
used phrases like “most ign- 
orant”, "most irresponsible’’ and 
“most untrustworthy elements” to 
describe journalists. 


1 


opposition newspaper, although 
its editor said they backed down 
later. 


had cut advertising in Amu by 
state-run organisations by 99 per 


Since martial law was lifted on 
December 30, newspapers have 
used foe new freedom to carry 
detailed stories about opposition 
parties, even reporting their dem- 
ands for Zia to step down. 

Bat Zia was most angered by 
what be called baseless reports 


"The whole mischief is caused 
by the newspapers,” he said. “Ple- 
ase don't trust them.” 

As Gen. Zia was blasting jou- 
rnalists in Islamabad, authorities 
in Karachi were reported to have 
ordered a printing company to 
halt production of a pro- 


Afzal Siddiqi, editor of foe 
Urdu-language daily Amn 
(peace), told Reuters the aut- 
horities ordered foe company not 
to print his paper for 90 days bec- 
ause it did not make a security 
deposit of 30,000 rupees ($1 ,900) 
forcarrying a report that prisoners 
had been tortured to death. The 
government denied the report 

Siddiqi said the order was wit- 
hdrawn when he told the aut- 
horities they could be guilty of 
contempt of court since he had 
already obtained a high court 
order staying payment of the 
money. 

He also said tbe government 


cent to punish it for giving pro- 
minent display to news of opp- 
osition parties. 

Government advertisements 
are a major source of revenue for 
Pakistani newspapers which often 
complain that tbe authorities use 
them as a lever to force papers to 
follow tiie official line. 

Zia made it dear In Ms speech 
that there would be no official pat- 
ronage for newspapers which 
catch foe government by the 
neck.” ■■■.*■ 


Information Minister Hussain 
has promised to-revifo'resfrfotive 
. press laws. 


oraiag minister with advice to 
“promote the good values of soc- . 
iety in foe framework of Pak- 
istan’s (Islamic) ideology” and- -j 
ignore* “tiivisive. trends”. He also. . 
warned the editors of “sijingeirt 
measures” agaaist defaulters. ' ' 
Despite these pressures, a new 
EngKsb-laraguage daily appeared ‘ 
in Peshawar lakt rnontiu; - .«• ' ' i 

T^Government officials i>ay two , 
major , .Urdu-language. dallies, 
Jang^and'Nawa-T-Waqt, are.also 
planning- to' start hew _ 
langjirage papers:- 

--Butinne^pf'foe^per&.bmfoetl 


by Ziajn. 1979-has-yet beehrev- 
. ,tw 4 ; Jfaey jhte. JUrdi*-' .. > 

ivitnsieaa K fu tirt Vrrfi aPWlrtH— . 


Musau^'trfoen^" 
iltfsi'li 


But he marked his fixWmee tings 
w*H «ators last 
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Women’s rights: Legally guaranteed, socially unaccepted and inadequately utilised 
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By Jackie Sawafitm 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN - it is widely ack- 
nowledged that Jordanian laws 
and legislation have granted 
women their bask rights and have 
adopted the principle uf equality 
between workers in radhtN anii 
responsibilities with no dri- 
er immat bn based on sex: the right 
to an education to the aged of 16. 
the right to work . the ri^ht to vote, 
die right to run for Parllimeni and 
municipal office and the right to 
take part in the socu-ccunttirnc 
development of their country, as 
stipulated in the Jordanian con* 
sntuttnn of 1»»53. 

According to a national doc- 
ument dated July 1 1 >S5 and sub- 
mitted hy the Mrhisuy of Labour 
and Social Development to the 
Work! Conference to Review and 
Appraise the Achievement* of the 
UN. Decide for Women (Nni- 
rubi)‘'...women\ issues cniuxit be 
separated from the development 
of society with all its sectors and 
establishments. Woman's dev* 
elopmeot is part uf a whole, its 
plans and programmes cannot he 
drawni'wi seclusion from the gen- 
eral framework of the dev- 
dopment process which aims at- 
fighringppvq rt>". ignorance. {lines* 
and resisting occupation and the 
hard f «»nomk and political con* 
dirioosfaccd by Jordan. ... it is 
acknowledged that women cannot 
imtteris&e. . .such ajolc unless 
there Is a suitable atmosphere for 
women in which to practise their 
roles".- 

Tn view of the economic crisis 
and rising unemployment in Jor- 
dan, ft riXinAir ornate that this cri- 
sis efforts women more adversely 
than men. which results in a "low 
tolerance level of women's family 
rcspoflsfti by their crap- ' 

loyefs” according to a leading 
JonianW^rcono mrit Dr. KahcJ 
Fanefc. 

Itis ironic that the possibility to 
realise the rights and benefits gra- 
nted to women by the Jordanian 
Constitution and labour and civD 
laws, under favourable conditions. 


seerc u ry-geqe ral of the Nairobi 
conference, "-this explains why 
equality in terms of family and 
household responsibilities has not 
been realised by many women the 
world over. Equality in other sph- 
eres of life has likewise teen only 
partially attained. ..on the nat- 
ional level attitudes which per- 
ceive women as inferior to men 
has been widely cited as a major 
obstacle. The relegation of 
women, both m public and private 
life, to b position of subordination 
account* for the underevaluation 
of their contribution to society. 
Yet, the attitude which regards 
women as passive and subordinate 
creatures has been found to be 
accepted both by men and women . 
Women, not only men. have to 
change their attitudes." 

This opinion was also expressed 
by Mrs. Wijdun Sakcl. an active 
mother, who said that women are 
their own worst enemies and that 
there Ls no need for women to rea- 
lly Seht fur their rights as things 
are changing in the woman's fav- 
our. The problems arise when 
women do not seize the opp- 
onunines given to them to take 
full advantage of these changes. 
Mrs Suket sued. 

One explanation amid be that 
this is because women today arc 
"first -generation career seekers" 
w hose own mothers rarely hod the 
opportunities that exist today to 
pursue ambitions and careers even 
ui such male dominated fields as 
engineering and architecture. 
Women are therefore in a dil- 
emma when confronted with 
socio-economic change outside 
die hu:ne and traditional rcs- 
tricuan values and attitudes from 
within. 

Women and the law 

Another perspective was given 
by Mrs. Asma Khader. a lawyer in 
private practice who is widely 
known for her work in support of 
women’s individual libertes. She 
said that under Sharia law {which 
forms the basis of all Jordanian 
legislation), a woman is free to 
work outside her home and to 
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■‘Neither is a man greater than a woman . nor 
a woman greater than a man . But it is also not 
true the two are equal in everything. The 
reality is greater and more beautiful; the 
woman has qualities specifically feminine 
which when added to the qualities which are 
specifically masculine, allows the ach- 
ievement of results which are greater , more 
expressive and richer than any which could 
be reached if either of the two sexes were 
working separately." 

— An hbishap Own Hdtter Lwm/m 
Recife. Brazil 


has significantly declined today. 

Dr. Fanek estimates that i in 5 
workers in the labour force are 
female and he feels that the per- 
centage of women at work in Jor- 
dan is possibly the highest in the 
Arab World (50 per cent of tea- 
chers are female, one third of. die 
Royal Jordanian Airline staff are 
female, and the private sector acc- 
ounts for 40 pe r cent. However, he 
said that women have a significant 
input into the economy of Jordan 
and whereas in the past women 
played a limited role in such fields 
as teaching, nursing and agr- 
iculture, today they arc emerging 
as leaders and career seeking 
members of the labour force. 

Dr. Fanek noted that the gov- 
ernment Ls predominantly a male 
employer (civilian and military) 
and rha t the govern meat holds the 
key to increasing female par- 
ticipation in the labour force and 
in the general socio-economic 
development as a whole. 

Many people feel that there has 
not teen a corresponding change 
in social values and individual att- 
itudes towards women to keep 
pace with legislative provisions. 
According to Ms. Leticia Shafaani. 


choose a job other than house- 
keeping and raising her child run. 
But there arc other concepts that 
affect the working woman and 
which arc related to Islamic tra- 
ditions: such as the principle that 
says a woman should be obedient 
ti> her husband or to any other 
male who is responsible for her 
solo; it is accepted that the man's 
role is that of providing financial 
support for bis family' There is 
also the view thatit is improper for 
women to be in the company of 
men; 

Mrs. Khader says that limited 
role and the treatment of women 
us subordinate to men has and will 
limit their opportunities to par- 
ticipate in the labour force as even 
if a woman does so, it would be u 
.temporary and restricted par- 
ticipation. thus neutralising a high 
percentage of women capable of 
work . This has a very strong effect 
on the category of people who are 
not well educated nor socially 
aware, she adds. 

Mrs. Khader also feels that cer- 
tain factors in the fabric of Jor- 
danian society do not make life 
easy for a working woman. She 
cites a lack of good and reasonably 


priced nursery facilities, adequate 
public transport and lack uf reikdy 
made catering services. This only 
increases the burden of home life 
responsibilities to an intolerable 
degree. Mrs. Khader commented. 

As a lawyer, she feels that leg- 
islation (i a 1 . the labour Liw) docs 
not cuter tor the needs of the wor- 
king mother nor does it provide 
adequate protection of her rights 
in that its power of influence over 
private sector establishments was 
' 'quest ion. ihle" in that ii does not 
include sufficient disincentives or 
penalties in eases of violation. 
Mrs. Khader believes that it Ls 
necessary to adopt a com- 
prehensive policy aimed at mai- 
ntaining a radical change in att- 
itude towards the role of working 
women, coupled with a change in 
legislation and planning, to ach- 
ieve positive and effective sol- 
utions to the problems. 

She continued that one of the 
main obstacles in pushing through 
legislation to effect such a change 
"£» the chituvanritic attitude of 
most men. who hold on to out- 
dated concepts of women, and 
also to the attitude of women the- 
mselves. who under-cstimatc 
themselves and their johs due to 
the way they were brought up." 

" VVc cannot deny that the Jor- 
danian development plans ado- 
pted a policy aimed at involving 
women in a more constructive 
way. but these plans lack useful 
planning in order to achieve their 
purpose." Mrs. Khader said. She 
agrees with the general consensus 
of opinion that women's position 
in the eyes of the law is improving. 
But. she said that in spite of this 
" theoretical improvement" (i.e. 
gaining political rights), the reality 
showed that improvement in app- 
lication of the law is more inert 
due to social, economic and cul- 
tural elements. She believes that it 
is the duty uf ail to unite in sharing 
the responsibilities of action so 
that the government would ratify a 
United Nations agreement on 
"eliminating all forms of dis- 
crimination against women.” iss- 
ued by the General Assembly in 
December |y7 l J. and amend leg- 
islation in accordance with the 
provisions of that agreement to 
guarantee greater protection fur 
women's rights. 

The Labour Law of 1960 and 
women's rights 

Article 23 of the Constitution, 
drawn up in 1953 . e rnphasises the 
right of all Jordanian citizens to 
work and the duty of the gov- 
erament is to manage and to direct 
the national economy in such u 
way that would help to provide 
jobs for all Jordanians. 

The current labour law. which 
has been in force since l%0. and 
its subsequent amendments have 
taken into account these con- 
stitutional directives by adopting 
the principle of equality between 
workers. The Ministry of labour, 
through its labour inspection ser- 
vice. fs working hard to ensure the 
implementation of tbs law and its 
related regulations, particularly 
with regard to the general con- 
ditions of employment in all est- 
ablishments operating in the nat- 
ional economy. 

However, one of the main obs- 
tacles Ls that many women are 
unaware of their rights, par- 
ticularly amongst the unskilled 
female factory workers, who acc- 
ept certain working conditions out 
of financial necessity, according to 
Mrs. Buthaina Jardanch. director 
of the Consultative Services for 
Women. 

The current labour law was int- 
roduced to suit social and eco- 
nomic aspects prevailing at that 
time. The following arc the main 
articles dealing with women: 

Article 46/Safety: Docs not allow 
employment of women in any 
work that is deemed dangerous. 
Article 47/Nigh (work: States that 
women (and children) are not all- 
owed to work between 7pm and 
6am except in such coses as may be 
determined by the minister of lab- 
our and social development. 
Article 19/Rerignation for Mar* 
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Her Majesty Queen Moor, is leading Jordanian 
women into avenues of modernisation through her 
keen support for women *s activities and through the 


Queen Noor Foundation, an umbrella organisation 
that cares for children, the handicapped, social dev- 
elopment, welfare societies and women <F3e photo) 
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rkige: A woman who dv wises to 
leave her employment for the 
pu rpu.se of marriage is granted her 
lull right to compensation pro- 
vklud that she has been empkiyed 
cuntinuousiv for a period of not 
levs than n months. 

L'o mpen sal Km is paid as follows. - 

a) Halt a months's wage for each 
*»f the first four years to a person 
whet is pLikJ on a monthly basis; 

b) Two weeks wage for each uf the 
first four years to a person who is 
pciid on a basis other than mon- 
thly; 

c) One month's wage for each year 
after the first four years to a per- 
son paid on a monthly basis: 

J) Four weeks wage fur each year 
after the first four years to a per- i 
son who is paid on a basis other j 
than monthly. 

It has been reported that in 
some establish men Ls m the private 
sector, hanking/insurance/ I 
manufacturing, girls are asked to 
resign when they deckle to get 
married and married women are 
not hired as a matter of policy. 
Perhaps the pay off they receive or 
the importance they attach to their 
marriage prevents many women 
from registering complaints aga- 
inst this practice, even though it Ls 
a violation of the Labour Law. 

Article 35JA\elfare: An est- 
ablishment employing more than 
30 women must provide an ade- 
quate •room* (nursery) for the 
pre-school children of female 
employees. 

According to Dr. Mohammad 
Abdul Hadi, director of Research 
at the Ministry of Labour, it is dif- 
ficult to implement this law bec- 
ause it docs not go beyond the 
point of saying who is responsible 
for supervision and for bearing the 
costs of establishing and running 
such a nurse ry.In practice, he said, 
there are only a small number of 
establishments that comply with 
this procedure, among which are 
the Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development (which meets all 
costs involved), the Ministry of 
Education (which supplies the 
location and female employees 
who use this facility and pay the 
costs of management), the Alia 
School for Girls and the Int- 
ernational Baccalaureate School. 

In addition, the Department of 
Family and Child Health at the j 
Ministry of Social Development j 
has helped to establish five gov- , 
e ra men t daycare centres in Jordan I 
which are run by the ministiy for 1 
the use of working mothers in both j 
the private and public sectors. 
These centres arc in Ashrafieh. | 
Jebel Hussein, Zanqa. Irbid and ; 
Salt. These centres act as a model 
for training purposes only. The 
department has no further plans to 
establish additional day care cen- 
tres sis they consider it the res- 
ponsbflity of the private sector. 

Article 50/ Maternity; A woman 
who has worked for at least 18U 
days in the same establishment 
prior to delivery is entitled to take 
3 weeks maternal leave prior to 
delivery. A woman Ls rest allowed 
under any circumstances to return 
to work until 3 weeks after del- 
ivery. There is no provision in the 
current or draft laws regarding pro 
or post-natal sickness. It is ass- 
umed that this falls within the two 
week general sick leave all- 
owance. 

Article 51/Maternity Benefits: A 
woman who is eligible for mat- 
ernity leave is also entitled to half 
her monthly pay. 

Female civil servants are ent- 
itled to one month maternity leave 
on full pay. according to the Civil 
Service Law). 

In recognition of working mot- 
hers' needs, the Ministry of Lab- 
our has taken an administrative 
decision granting nursing mothers 
the right to take a one hour break 
during a working day to bre- 
astfeed. This provision has been 
included in the new draft labour 
law pending approval. The gov- 
ernment is now implementing this 


decision. 

According to a report published 
recently in the Jordan Times. 
Kuwait has endorsed a bill all- 
owing married Kuu aiti women in 
the public sector a two year "mot- 
herhood leave" on half-pay in 
addition to two months maternity 
leave on full salary . The bill was 
passed despite government obj- 
ections. 

Hie importance of protecting 
mate mirv as u basic and fun- 
damental social function has been 
the subject of many conferences 
and seminars held in Amman over 
the past few years, organised by 
many non-govcrnmcatal org- 
anisations (NGOj who play an 
important partin complementing 


eovemment policies. Towards the 
end of rhis month. Yarmouk Uni- 
versity in cooperation with the 
Housewives Association will he 
holding a conference on the role of 
women and male miry and will dis- 
cuss the psychological and social 
aspects, mother and child health 
care and legislation. 

The Housewives Association in 
Amman aims to give special tra- 
ining to housewives in home eco- 
nomies in an attempt to improve 
standards at home and to assist 
housewives in finding suitable part 
lime jobs. Mrs. Minwer khrais. 
head of the association, said that 
current maternity leave is too 
short and that a mother should be 
entitled to adequate sick leave 


benefits for maternity reasons. 
The Housewives Association has 
participated in many conferences 
dealing with the status of women 
but Mrs. Khrais regrets the lack of 
follow-up after such conferences. 
It is one thing to convince the gov- 
ernment of the recommendations, 
but quite another to see these rec- 
ommendations achieved, she 
remarked. 

Due to Jordan's membership in 
the International Labour Org- 
anisation iILOj and the Arab 
Labour Organisation, it has alr- 
eady ratified 12 international and 
5 Arab conventions dealing with 
(he organisation of labour. This 
has necessarily ted to a review of 
the existing labour law in order to 
incorporate the ratified con- 
ventions within it. However. Jor- 
dan has not ratified ILO con- 
vention H)3 concerning maternity 
protection, nor has it ratified ILO 
convention 3 concerning women's 
employment before and after del- 
ivery. 

Former minister of labour Dr. 
Tayseer Abdul Jaber said many 
international conventions were 
followed as guidelines only. 
Hence, the reason for not ratifying 
certain conventions was because 
they were too advanced in their 
approach to the prevailing social 
uad econumic structure in Jordan 
and once ratified must he com- 
plied with, he explained. 

Policies, planning 

In drawing up national policy 
issues regarding women, the Min- 
istry of Labour has taken into con- 
sideration the development str- 
ategies of rational plans, which 
emphasise the importance of inc- 
reasing the role of women in eco- 
nomic activities: directives from 
the Department of Women's Aff- 
airs at the Vlinlstiy of Social Dev- 
elopment; and recommendations 
issued by various seminars and 
conferences on the national and 


international level tackling 
women's participation in the 
socio-economic development of 
Jordan. The Ministiy of Labour 
and Social Development also ack- 
nowledges the importance and 
vital part played by many NGO s 
in complementing government 
activities to benefit society at 
large. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber feels that the 
role of the women, mother in fam- 
ily life should be more productive 
and that there should be a revival 
of traditional productivity athomc 
with less reliance on ready-made 
market products. He also feels 
that not enough attention is being 
paid to encourage 'home ind- 
ustries' which would give women 
at home greater flexibility to cope 
with family responsibilities. 

The percentage of working 
women has been steadily inc- 
reasing over the past 5 years and 
there has been a corresponding 
increase in the number of sug- 
gestions lodged by women for 
women regarding their emp- 
loyment conditions and rights. 
These views have been expressed 
in a number of symposiums and 
conferences that have been held in 
Amman over the last few years 
with the purpose of increasing 
women's participation in the lab- 
our force. Dr. Abdul Hadi from 
the Ministry of Labour says the 
results of these conferences gave 
stimulative suggestions that led to 
the consideration of various mea- 
sures with regard to improving 
women’s employment conditions 
and rights. 

There has not been a cor- 
responding increase in the number 
of complaints received by the Min- 
istry of Labour about working 
women's rights. This is because 
many women do not w ish to pur- 
sue these complaints for personal 
and social reasons and because 
some, particularly the iltiterate or 
unskilled female workers, are not 
aware of their richts. 



In the past three decades, awareness of health, child 
care and education has moved to Jordan’s rural 
areas through increased and modernised services 


provided by governmental and public institutions 
(Ffle photo) 


Looking ahead: 5-year-plan, draft labour 
law make more provisions for women 

By Jackie Sawalha 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — For the first lime in 
Jordan, the issue of women has 
been included in a national dev- 
elopment plan, thus giving women 
die opportunity to discuss for 
themselves the status of wo men on 
a national level. According to 
member of the women's section 
committee, Mrs. Shima Abdel 
Elah Tabba'a; it was not just a 
question of putting forward sug- 
gestions for inclusion in this plan, 
but equally important was the 
follow-up with female rep- 
resentation. 

The women's section com- 
mittee. represented by specialists 
in the various fields of study, loo- 
ked into the role of women in the 
labour force, (rural and urban), 
education and health to see what 
steps could be taken to help 
women in the future to he on an 
equal footing to men, not only in 
theory but in practice. Dr. Mon- 
wer Kurdi. responsible for 
women's development at the Min- 
istry of Planning, said that this 
means that all women must unite 
their efforts and work under one 
governing organisation to com- 
pensate for the lack of effective 
measures adopted by the official 
sector. 

It has hcen suggested that the 
General Federation of Jordanian 
Women act as this organisation 
with government support — fin- 
ancial and in kind — through the 
Ministry of Labour and Social 
Development. A suggestion was 
made to establish a central market 
to enable non-governmental org- 
anisations to market their pro- 
ducts on a permanent basis, thus 
solving many marketing problems 
experienced by these org- 
anisations. It would also provide 
an alternative to full time emp- 
loyment by giving non gov- 
ernmental organisations greater 
plausibility and providing many 
families with a second income . an 
incentive to housewives to benefit 
from their every day duties, acc- 
ording to Mrs. Shima Abdel Elah 
Tabba'a a committee member. 

The committee also highlighted 
pri>blems in laws governing lab- 
our, social security, retirement 
pensions and civil status relating 
to women in an attempt to bring 
about legislative changes. They 
have already succeeded in cha- 
nging the Housing Corporation 
laws which previously dis- 
criminated against women app- 
lying for housing in their own 
right. 

On the subject of maternity 
benefits. Dr. Kurdi points out that 
it was difficult to push for drastic 
change in the law due to the pre- 
vailing economic crisis and une- 
mployment. She feit that although 
a change was necessary it was equ- 
ally important for women to acc- 
ept their responsibilities. Dr. 

Kurdi said that the answer lies in 
improving education policies 
which are geared at present to 
quantitiy and not quality. Ign- 
orance of legislation has deprived 
women of their rights, she added. 

The projects put forward by the 
committee aim at developing and 


encouraging small cottage ind- 
ustries' pa riicularly for wo men no t 
pa rticipa ting in the labour force. 
They suggested bee keeping and 
honey production, which is very 
easy to implement, a soft toys ind- 
ustry and a haute-couture training 
project aimed at training ladies in 
specialised dress making that 
would also encourage local des- 
igners. Suggestions were also 
made to assist women in rural 
areas w-ith income-generating agr- 
icultural projects. 

Mrs Tabba'a said that the sug- 
gestions proposed by the women’s 
section of the committee have 
tried as far as possible to solve the 
problems women face. But this 
was no guarantee that these sug- 
gestions will be accepted in the 
j yS6- 1 yyu development plan. she 
added. 

New Draft Labour Law 

The current Labour Law of 
IV6U and subsequent ame- 
ndments to it suited the prevailing 
socio-ecunomie conditions of that 
time, but in view of urbanisation 
and recent and rapid changes wit- 
nessed by Jordan over the last 
decade, a review was essential to 
change the entire structure of the 
law. This was the opinion of for- 
mer minister of labour. Tayseer 
Abdul Jaber and which was pre- 
sented in a paper on "The Jor- 
danian Working Woman and the 
New Draft Labour Law” to a sem- 
inar at this subject in 1983. 

Dr. Abdul Jaber’s paper also 
said that the review was needed to 
encompass two important sectors 
of the work force who have not. 
until now. been included in leg- 
islation: employees in 'irregular’ 
establishments Le. employing 5 
persons or less and agricultural 
workers. Dr. Abdul Jaber said 
lha t the draft law sought to strike a 
balance between traditional val- 
ues and improving incentives as 
well as allowing employers' app- 
rehension about these incentives 
in an attempt to forestall a ten- 
dency to employ men rather than 
women. 


The Minisrery of Labour in 
cooperatkm with the I.L.O. set 
about drafting the new Labour . 
Law after the Social Security law 
was introduced in iy78. 

The recommendations were 
submitted to a committee com- 
prising the Amman Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, trade 
unions and representatives from 
the Social Security Corporation, 
the Jordan Bar Association, the 
engineers association and the 
University of Jordan. 

The committee held a total of 
57 weekly sessions during which 
they debated these rec- 
ommendations in depth. 

This new draft labour law Ls still 
going through the constitutional 
process because of the "tripartite 
structure in national decision- 
mak ing which makes it difficult to 
bring the m a! togethe r and to reach 
a conclusive decision on which all 
agree.'* explained Dr. Moh- 
ammad Abdul Hadi. from the 
Ministiy of Labour. However, it is 
hoped that before May I IU86 
(Labour Day) a final decision will 
he reached to implement this long 
overdue law. 

Provisions regarding women 
in new draft tow 

The new law set out to give equ- 
ality to women in employment 
opportunities, wages, promotion 
and training. This principle is in 
effect but the minimum training 
age has been raised from 1 3 to 1 6. 
thus guaranteeing compulsory 
education. 

— Women are prohibited from 
doing dangerous or hazardous 
work and work that is detrimental 
to her health; 

— Women are restricted from 
doing nightwork between 8 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. except in cases of eme- 
rgency. for women in leadership 
positions and workers in social 
health and tourist services; 

— Nurseries: The law has been 
changed to oblige establishments 
that employ 20 married women or 
more to provide suitable location 


for their children under 4 years of 
age. 

— Maternity leave: The law has 
been changed to give no less than 
10 weeks with at least 6 weeks 
after delivery on full pay. There is 
still no provision for an extension 
of maternity leave due to sickness 
resulting from pregnancy or del- 
ivery. 

— Employers are prohibited 
from sacking women for marriage 
or maternity reasons. 

— A working nursing mother is 
allowed one hourly breast feeding 
break per day. TTiis principle Ls 
already in force. 

— A woman is guaranteed her 
job back should she choose to take 
unpaid leave to accompany her 
husband on missions abroad, fora 
period not exceeding two years. 

— A woman is guaranteed her 
job back should she choose to take 
unpaid leave to raise her children, 
for a period not exceeding one 
year. 

The current labour law does not 
apply to- establishments classified 
as 'irregular' (ije. employing less 
than 5 persons ). nor to a large sec- 
tor of the agricultural field' 

The new draft labour law has set 
out to rectify this and any est- 
ablishment operating in the nat- 
ional economy be they ‘ regular' or 
'iTTegular' must comply with the 
terms of the law once it has been 
approved. 

Many people expressed the 
view that sufficient supporting 
services for women are of vital 
importance if women are to be 
encouraged to take part in the 
socio-economic development of 
their country. Jordan has often 
acknowledged that its citizens are 
its most valuable natural resources 
and the role of women is seen as 
vital to the continuity of socio- 
economic development. Yet the 
single and most repeated gri- 
evance of many women is the lack 
of adequate supporting services 
which would ease the burdens 
the)' face simply because they 
chose to exercise their rights to 
take part in this development pro- 
cess. 
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Everton overcomes 2-0 
deficit to force replay 


LONDON (R) — League champions Everton, facing 
a 2-0 deficit after 65 minutes, struck back and gra- 
bbed a 2-2 draw at Luton Saturday to earn a home 
replay in their English Football Association (F.A.) 
Cup quarterfinal. 


The class and sustained pre- 
ssure exerted by the European 
Cup Winner:' Cup holders finally 
told on Luton's artificial pitch as 
they forced an own goaf in the 
65th minute and seized the equ- 
aliser in the 77th through sub- 
stitute Adrian Heath. 

Mick Harford had given Luton 
the lead in the 2 1st minute and 
when Mark Stein made it 2-0 in 
the 63rd, it seemed Luton would 
exact revenge for their 2- 1 extra 
time defeat by Everton in the sem- 
ifinals last year. 

But Everton. who have ove- 
rtaken Manchester United in the 
league race in recent weeks as they 
bid to regain their tide, stayed oh 
course to achieve the league and 
cup double they missed out on by 


losing to United in last year’s cup 
final. 

In another quarter-final. Sou- 
thampton hit first half goals thr- 
ough Kevin Moran and Glen Coe- 
kerill and rolled to a 2-0 away vic- 
tory over Brighton. 

One round behind, Watford 
earned an away quarterfinal at 
Liverpool by beating Third Div- 
ision Bury £-0 in a replay. 

The line-up for the qua- 
rterfinals will be completed Sun- 
day when Manchester United ent- 
ertain West Ham in a replay at Old 
Trafford. 

The winners travel to Sheffield 
Wednesday. 

Liverpool gained retribution for 
their midweek elimination from 
the League Cup by Queen’s Park 


Rangers by thumping the London 
side 4-1 at Anfteld. The league 
victory left them second, a point 
above Manchester United and five 
behind Everton. 

Other league sides also went on 
scoring sprees. Tottenham reb- 
ounded from defeats in the league 
by Liverpool last Sunday and in 
the cup by Everton in midweek by 
routing last-placed West Bro- 
mwich Albion 5-0. 

A hat-trick by Carl Shutt took 
Sheffield Wednesday to a 5-1 tri- 
umph over Birmingham and Ars- 
enal got in on the act with a 4-1 
victory at Aston Villas avenging a 
League Cup defeat by Villa. 

Chelsea, fourth in the league, 
kept pace with a 1 -0 home victory 
over Manchester City via an 85th 
minute own goal by Nicky Reid. 
But Nottingham Forest, seventh, 
lost ground after a 1-0 defeat at 
Ipswich, England defender Terry 
Butcher scoring in the 52nd min- 
ute. 


Fortuna surprises Bayern, 3-2 


BONN (R) — West German cha- 
mpions Bayem Munich suffered a 
day of disaster Saturday with a 
stunning 3-2 home defeat to rel- 
egation candidates Fortuna Due- 
sseldorf and the loss of two key 


players with serious injuries. 

Bayern's astonishing defeat all- 
owed league leaders Werder 
Bremen to move four points clear 
in the table despite a dis- 
appointing goalless draw at home 


Algeria, Morocco disappoint 


ALEXANDRIA. Egypt f AP) — 
The long-expected clash between 
Algeria and Morocco, the two 
teams which will represent Africa 
in next summer's World Cup. 
ended on a disappointing draw 0-0 
Saturday. 

This result keeps alive the hopes 
of both teams to qualify for the 
semi-finals of the Africa Cup of 
Na dons to be played on March 1 8. 

Cameroun. thanks to its victory 
over Zambia earlier in the aft- 
ernoon. now tops the B-group of 
the competition with two points. 
Algeria. and Morocco are in sec- 
ond place with one point each. 

As both teams feared each 
other and did not want to take 
risks. Ae game concentrated in 
mid-field. During the very boring 
first half, the 15.000 spectators of 
the small Alexandria stadium had 
no-reason to be enthusiastic. Both 
learns played a very defensive and 
rough game with many fouls. 

Without any of its professionals 
playing abroad. Algeria looked 


like a very common and even 
weak side. It never created real 
scoring opportunities but proved 
to have a good defence when 
Morocco, in the First 20 minutes of 
the second half, tried harder to 
open the score particularly thr- 
.ough Mohammad Haddoui. a pro- 
fessional currently playing in Swi- 
tzerland. Moroccos Aziz Bou- 
derbala. also a professional from 
Switzerland, had the best chance 
of the match in the 70th minute, 
but Algeria's goal keeper Nas- 
sereddin Drid made a great save. 

Morocco, w-hich featured its 
best line-up. with the exception of 
Mohammad Timoumi still inj- 
ured. dominated most of the sec- 
ond half but never really end- 
angered its opponent's defence. 

Algeria's attacking power will 
be much higher when Rabah 
Madger. currently playing with 
Porto of Lisbon, comes for the 
next two matches against Cam- 
eroun and Zambia. 


to Bochum. 

Bayern, who lost 4-0 away to 
Fortuna earlier in the season, 
found the msel ves trailing 3 -0 after 

49 m inn tes Sa to rday . Ral f Dusend 
put the visitors in the lead after 37 
minutes, Holger Fach headed the 
second on the stroke of halftime 
and Dusend got the third four 
minutes after die restart. 

The Munich side fought back ; 
with goals from Hans Pflueeler j 
and the irrepressible Danish mid- ; 
fielder Soren Lerby. who made it 1 
3-2 with seven minutes to go, but ! 
it was not enough. 

The defeat was not just a serious 
jolt to Bayern’s hopes of retaining 
theirtitle.it also dented their cha- 
nces of reaching the European 
Cup semifinals. 

Captain and sweeper Klaus 
Augenthaler had to go off after 
only three minutes with a sus- 
pected pulled muscle, which may 
keep him out of action for several 
weeks, and goalkeeper Rairaond 
Auraann was also substituted in 
the first half with a serious knee 
injury. 

With a frail 2-1 lead from the 
first leg. Bayem must do without 
both players when they meet 
Andenecht in Brussels in the 
quarter-final return on March 19. 



Results of basketball gia'nes, played March 4-'- 

Juniors 


Istiklal Library 22 
International Traders 36 
Jordan Express 25 
International Traders 26 

Mids 

Volvo 39 
Astra 29 
Marriott 43 
■Astra 31 
Volvo 40 
Marriott 36 

Seniors 
Jolift 57 
Sakura 50 
Jolift 73 

Cairo Amman 49 


Jordan Express 21 
Lego 34 (OT) 
Lego 22 

Istiklal Library 25 


Peugeot 24_ 

Intercon 23 

Near East Equipment 28 
Peugeot 17 

Near East Equipment 38 
Intercon 24 


Cairo Amman 50 
AJ Ahlyah 42 
Sakura 54 
A! Ahlyah 24 


Cameroun beats Zambia 


ALEXANDRIA. Egypt (R) — 
Cameroun opened their defence 
of the African Nations' Football 
Cup with a dramatic 3-2 win over 
Zambia Saturday in a penalty- 
studded opening match of the tou- 
rnament's Group B. 

Zambia dominated the first 
half, coming close to scoring on 
several occasions, with Jerry Shi- 
nde testing C'ameroun's goa- 
lkeeper Thomas Nkono to the full 
with a right- foot shot which he 
parried over the bar. 

Chansa Wisdom came close 
again in the 39th minute with a 
powerful header that went just 
above the crossbar. 

Two minutes after the break. 


Cameroun’ s Roger Mil la made it 
1-0 when he took a long pass and 
stabbed it past keeper David 
Effort-ChabaJa. Bat Zambian 
substitute Michael Chabala hea- 
ded in a cross to level scores in the 
62nd minute. 

Three minutes later. Mills was 
hauled down inside the penalty 
area after an intricate solo run and 
team mate Louis Paul Mfeda con- 
verted from the spot. 

Each side scored once more 
from the penal ty spot, closing the 
encounter 3-2 to * the Cam- 
erounians — a sweet victory a year 
after the Za mb kins ousted them 
from the race for the Mexico 
World Cup finals later this year. 


Norman, Devoy snare titles at 
French Open squash tourney 


PARIS (R) — Top seed Ross 
Norman clinched the French 
Open Squash Championship Sat- 
urday when he overcame fellow 
New Zealander Stuart Davenport 
9-3. 9-1. 9-5 in a hard-fought 
final. 

Earlier. Sue Devoy. New Zea- 
land'sworld number one. retained 
her French Open title, dominating 
ailing Heather Wallace of Britain, 
who quit the final after two games. 

Norman, playing with the con- 
sistency he showed throughout the 
tournament, wore down his opp- 
onent. justifying the rankings 
which make him number two in 
the world and Davenport three. 

It was Davenport's second suc- 
cessive appearance in the final but 


■ One of us is going to go down 

VEGAS (R)- For 3J? m : 


hling centre that prides itself on dleweight and the Wo 
knowing the ''inside inf- ConncT (WBC) touted light- 
onnation," there are more than middleweight, has togged 
the usual batch of questions about than 12 rounds m the past two 
the latest challenger for the world years. - 

middleweight crown. John Paul "There’s less of a cnance or 
MugabL Hagler knocking John out than 

Mugabi, who fights undisputed John knocking him out.’ says 
champion Marvellous Marvin Mugabfs manager, Mickey Duff. 
Hagler on Monday night, has been “But Hagler could win a dec- 
the subject of speculation about is»n." 

his s tamina , his ability to take a Mugabi is adamant that the 
punch and his defence which is fight has gpt to finish early, 
based on a wide-open, flailing “If it goes the distance, they’ll 
, s tyie. rob me," said the 26-year-old. I 

But the most intrieuing“if ’ sur- got robbed against the Russians in 
rounding the Ugandan challenger Moscow in the Olympics and I'm 
is what would happen if he did not going to let it happen again, 
land his devastating right on the After knocking out throe opp- 
champion s chin? Would Hagler onents Mugabi had to settle tor 
era ruble . or would he shrug it off? the silver medal at the. 1980 Mos- 
Mugabi has no doubts about cow Games, losing to Cuban Ana- 
what wfl] happen. res Aidama 3-2 in the final. 

“I have no respect for Hagler. It was at the Olympics that Dun 

I*m going to beat him up. I'll first spotted Mugabi. The BnUsh 
knock Him out maybe in the first, fight manager knows quite a bit 
or the second, or the third. T m not about talent, having directed 13 


Mugabfs knockout prowess has | 
made Him a favourite of AirrericaEtf| 
television viwers. But despite hjsij 
success it has not always been.l 
smooth sailing for the Ugandan ih-t 
the United States. 

Before training one day last| 
month at his camp near Nogales, | 
Arizona, on the U.S.-Mexjcan ^ 


John KnocKinc mm out. — » — - — . s 

Mugabfsraan^er, Mickey Duff, border. Mugabi and j 

“But Ha^erroiild win a dec- bere of the entourage crossed into 


lsion. 

Mugabi is adamant that the 
fight has gpt to finish early. 

“If it goes the distance, they’ll 
rob me," said the 26-year-old. “I 
got robbed agains t the Russians in 
Moscow in the Olympics and I'm 
not going to let it happen again." 

After knocking out three opp- 
onents Mugabi had to settle for 
the silver medal at the 1980 Mos- 
cow Games, losing to Cuban And- 
res Aidama 3-2 in the final. 

It was at the Olympics that Duff 
first spotted Mugabi. The British 
fight manager knows quite a bit 
about talent, having directed 13 
world champions over the past 36 


joking." said the quiet Mugabi. world champions over the past 30 
His 26 previous opponents years including light-heavyweight 
would vouch for the fact that John Conteh. middleweights 
Mugabfs threats should be taken Terry Downs and Alan Minter 


seriously. 

Every one has gpne down early 
— 26 wins and ail within the dis- 
tance. Sixteen have fallen within 
the first two rounds and only one 
has gone past the sixth. 

Thanks to these quick successes 
Mugabi. the World Boxing Ass- 


and welterweight John H.Stracey. 

Mugabi moved from Kampala 
to London in 1 980 and had most 
of his early professional fights in 
West Germany . In 1983 he moved 
to his current home in Tampa, 
Florida, and has had 12 of his past 
1 5 fights in the United States. 


Mexico. ‘ . /T 

Upon trying to leave Mexico, : 
however, Mugabi discovered his.; 
visa had expired and he was den- \ 
ied re-entry for several hours until } 
attroneys finally cleared qp.-fiu^ 
matter. 

What is not dear is bow the? 
1. 74-metre Mugabi will fare aga-; 
inst the versatile Hagler, who weis 
ghs in at 72.6 kilos. 1 

Most of Mugabi's victims were] 
69.8-kilo light- middleweights. ' 
and his middleweight opponents : 
do not compare with those met by. 
Hagler during the American's 1 
10-year unbeaten strfog and SVM 
year title reign. J 

But Mugabfs trainer George « 
Francis does not see this as a pro-. j 
Wem: “John’s power is our truEqp 4 
cud. Haglers never met anyone | 
who hits as hard as John. If John <3 
can catch Hagler — and that's iL— J 
he'll go down."’. ' . . . ' | 

Mugabi feels strongly that it will j 
not be a long drawn-out affair. | 
“It’s not going the distance. One I 
of us is going to go down." 1 


Navratilova and Sukova reach finals 


a far less one-sided affair than last 
year’s when he was destroyed in 
27 minutes by Jahangir Khan. 

Jahangir abdicated” the French 
title he had won four years in a 
row. opting instead to play a tou- 
rnament in Toronto. 

Norman, who missed last years 
.French Open, took 71 minutes to 
win. “Ir's been the biggest ever 
tournament I won." he said. "Sm- 
art put up a good ga me . We always 
have a rough game but this was 
one of the better ones." 

Norman’s battle with second 
seed Davenport had to be adj- 
ourned at 5-3 in the first game 
when Davenport went off court 
for treatment with his hand ble- 
eding. 


PISCATAWAY. New Jersey (R) 
— On a day in which doubles par- 
tners faced each other in singles. 
Martina Na\TatiIova and Helena 
Sukova emerged victorious to 
reach the final of the U.S. 
Women's Indoor Tennis Cha- 
mpionships. 

Fourth-seeded Sukova was an 
upset w inner, scoring her first vic- 
tory ever against second-seeded 
defending champion Hana Man- 
dfikeva 6-2. 2-6. 6-3 before ret- 
urning with her feilow- 
Czechoslovak partner to qlso 
reach the doubles final. 

Number one .seed Navratilova, 
who this week is resting from dou- 
bles competition, had an easier 
time against her partner and 
fellow- American Pam Shriver, 
but «tfll needed 80 minutes to def- 
eat the third seed 6-4. 64. 

Sukova said she rated her vic- 
tory against. Mandlikova above 
her 1984 defeat-of Navratilova 
that put her into the Australian 
Open final. 

"I'm so happy, this is my best 
win ever." Sukova said. "When I 
beat Martina. I didn't have to ove- 


rcome the mental pressure I had 
against Hana. because I couldn't 
beat her even if I was playing welL 
“I was concentrating on every 
point, that was the most important 
thing. She moves so well you have 
to make a very good shot thatshe's 


not gomg to get to” 

Mandlikova pu ton a happy face 
after her unexpected loss. 

“She played a' good match, lef's 
give her credit." Mandlikova said: 
“I didn’t play my best, but she 
(fid.” .■ - J? 


Canadian sets world indoor 
men’s 60-metre hurdle record 


TOKYO (R) — Canada’s Mark 
McKoy set a world indoor best 
■time for the men's 60 metres hur- 
dles in the 1986 Tokyo Int- 
ernational Indoor Track and Field 
meeting Saturday. 

He was clocked in 7.47 seconds, 
just one hundredth faster than the 
previous record of 7.48 set by East 
Germany’s Thomas Muokelt in' 
1983. 

Three days ago the 24-year-old 
Canadian .physical education stu- 
dencsetaoew world tn doer bestiri 
the 50 rnetreSburdles at a meet in 
Kobe. Western Japan. 

McKoy told reporters he now 
planned to concentrate on training 
for outdoor events, particularly 


for the Commonwealth meeting, j 

In Saturday’s 60 metre hurdles | 
Tonie Campbell of the United Sta- J 
tes finished second m 7.62 sec- 1 
onds. followed by compatriot AT | 
Joyner_who clockal 7.69 seconds, j 

In file men's 60 metre dash. I 
Emrait King of the United States 3 
edged out world best performer 1 
Ben Johnson of Canada. Both * 
men were timed in 6.56 seconds. 

Ksigwon the indoor 66-yard 
dasli at the 1986 U5A. -cha- 
mpionships. 

East Germany’s Cornelia Osc- 
hkenat coasted to victory in the 
women's 60 metres hurdles with a 
time of 8.06 seconds 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

4tti Gircle. Jabal Amman. Consisting of 2 bedrooms 
with own garage, telephone, central heating, large 
garden. 

Phone (770683) between 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Phone (642860) between 7-9 p.m. 


OPEN-TOP CAR FOR SALE 

Alfa Romeo Spider, sport, beige colour. Covered 
63,000 km. In good condition. 

Price: JD 2,800 cash 

Call: 819419 


FURNISHED GROUND FLOOR APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of two or three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
central heating, telephone. Suitable as family res- 
idence. Big garden. Furniture is new. 

Please calf 810523 


FURNITURE FOR SALE 

Household furniture and appliances for immediate 
sale. 

Viewing W a.m. to 2 p.m., 4 to 7 p.m. 

Contact - Capt. Pacheco 
Bakhit Building 
5th Circle 

Above Silver Market 


MALE - FEMALE 
SECRETARY WANTED 

A consultant firm at Jabal Amman. Third Circle, has a 
vacancy for a good secretary, fluent English, typing, 
operating word processing equipment preferable. 

Please contact Tel: 643943, 643933, 643922 
For meeting P.O. Box 925718 - Amman 
At General-Director 


VACANCIES 

Leading Computer Company Requires Full Time> 

1) EXECUTIVE/ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

— Excellent Command of English and Arabic. 

— Working Experience (Filing, Telex, Typing, Sho- 
rthand, etc...) • 

— Word Processing an ass£t. .X"** 

P.S. RESIDENT NON-J Of® ASIANS WSU>^SgbN- 
SIDERED. - 

2) ASSISTANT SECRETARY 

— Good English/Arabic 
— Good Typing Skills 

Please Apply to 
P.O. Box 5139 
Amman/Jordan 


SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 

FLUENT ARABIC & ENGLISH (Written & Spoken) 

C.S p.a. 22.000 tax free + Housing 
Allowance + benefits 

A senior career position is offered by a major Please respond with a 
international company in its Middle East Area resume and photograph to 
office based in Dubai. kmg.me 

Applicants should be 24-30 years of age with The Senior consultant 

relevant accounting qualifications and 2-5 years po.box 3251 Dubai 

experience in a multinational company or lead- United Arab Emirates 
ing audit firm. Telephone: 226476,285128 

mt/r/A «T/> Julii Sjijj 

Klynveld Main Goerdeler-Middle East 


HOUSE FOR RENT 

1- A villa, furnished or unfurnished with telephone, con- 
sisting of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, dining 

. . v roorn. sitting room, equipped kitchen. With two ver- 
i laundry room, and central heating. The villa is 

^BUrabutKJetf by a 750 m 2 garden. 

■Tfebk^ation: Engineers Estate. Um Al Summaq. one km. from 
tfTTtvCircte. 

2- Two apartments in one. deluxe buifding. One is on the 
ground floor with separate entrance, garage and garden 
and the second is on the first floor. 

Each apartment consists of three bedrooms, three bat- 
hrooms. salon, dining room, sitting room, two spacious ver- 
andas and fully-equipped kitchen with all electrical app- 
liances. telephone and separate central heating. 

Each apartment has an area of 250 sq.m. 

Location • Near Al Bustan Park 
Call: 601179 - 605596 


CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

TAIWAN TOURISMO 

Authentic Chinese food 
Friendly service 
Convenient location 

Also take-away sendee 

Open daily: Noon - 3:30 p.m. <& 
6:30 pjn. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle, 
opposite to 
AkUah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 


( Come and watch Halley's comet with us in Jordan ... 

To lovers of astrono my and star monitoring... come and watch 
Halley s comet in Jordan’s skies by yourselves... 

NOURKO tourism and travel agency which has monitored the comet with the naked eye at 
Wadi Rimm region in southern Jordan while at 56 million kilometres away, invites you to 
take a rare chance, which only happens once every 76 years, and watch and take photos of 
the long-awaited comet. 

Note: 

You win be accompanied on the trip by Jordanian, Arab and foreign scientists and will have the 
chancy to watch and enjoy the sight. Trip is for Thursday and Friday March 20 and 21 1986. 

Pot more information cal NOURKO Travel and Tourism Agency 
V Jabal Luwefbdeh, Tel: 622974 and 637268 


CHINA 

RESTAURANT 

ABOVE HOMAM 
SUPERMARKET 

Take away service available 

Open daily 11:30 - 3:30 
and 6:30-11:00 

AQABA 
Tel: 03-314415 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan 

1st Circle-, Jabal Amman, 
near Ahi/yyah Girls School 

Take away Is available 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - Midnight 

Dot 638968 


r CHEN'S^ • 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmotik 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near KUo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
lunch arid dinner FRIDAY , 

- Tell 818214 
Come and taste our 
- specialities v 
Open daily 12:00-3:30 pjn. 
6:30 - Midnight , 



Cinema 


CONCORD 

Tel: 677420 

OOIN TIME 



Cinema 


Tel: 625155 

COMEBACK 


(Colour) 

Parlorfn a ncas: aao. eoo. 3-Si' ' " ^ 



★ Cine- ThMlrrfr 

Philadelphia 

Tel: 634144-634149 

STRIBES 


(Colour) 

Pertarmances. 3-30.ew. aaa, was 


Cinema 

momom 

Tel: 622198.. 

STRICTLY ~ : 
'CONFIDENTIAL 

(Arabic) 

. (Colour) : 
rmancas^MOrOW, sao, aw 


Cinema. 


OPERA 

- Abd^ boMnd >llB oHKmk 

Tel: 675573 

THE PRIZEOF PERIL 


(Colour) 

faftoimaricas - 3W,‘ew!a^k:. 
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London Metal Exchange 
to begin liquidating tin 
contracts on Wednesday 


LONDON (R) — The prospect of 
a collapse in world p rices b> 

looming larger following a dec- 
ision by the London Metal Exc- 
hange (t-ME) to Liquidate its out- 
standing tin ooniracascirtiag next 


''Stsgk 


-^eigh, N 


^‘enswS 

reign. 


among metal broken and was a 
...hfa»w to the JBttrnatiotmi Tin 
Council (ITC), which was making 
- frantic efforts to work our a last- 
minute solution to die four- 
month-old criss, 

A price collapse was also likely 
so have a devastating effect on 
countries such ns Bolivia whidi 
dfpgn d oo tin exports for tbeir. 
well-being, traders said. 

Weeks of comp! ex n eg otia t ions' 
to amoge on orderly resumption 


erf tin trading broke rtovra on Thu- 
rsday when Indonesia, a key pro* 




duceir of the metal, said it would 
notpot up £15 million (S21.8 mil- 


pension would continue while it 
settled its contracts ar a fixed price 
d £6,250 (59 ,062) per tonne, well 
below the £8440 < * 1 1 ,8U3) mark 
at which tin was last traded. 

Traders said the immediate res- 
ult of the LME’s decision could be 
for brokers to send a bQl in (he 
region of £150 million (5218 mil- 
lion) to the ITC next week. 

Britain, which had been pre- 
pared to put £50 million (S725 
million) into the rescue scheme, 
said Friday it had received vir- 
tually no support from mother 
roe niters of the 22-nation council. 

Junior Trade Minister Alan 
Clark told parliament the gov- 
ernment was not prepared to take 
sole responsibility for solving the 
crisis, even though Britain stands 
to lose considerable earnings if 
London's pro-eminent position as 
a meed trading centre is seriously 
eroded. 


m) to support a rescue plan. 
Ibe-TFC Friday appealed to 


Indonesia to reconsider its stand 
and also urged Thailand, which 
failed to roach a decision on the 


Since tin trading on the 109- 
year-old exchange was halted, pri- 
ces of other metals including cop-, 
per. alumininm and nickel have 
also dipped. 


rescue plan, to respond positively. 

Trading co ihc LMfc. the 
worW'5 premie r metal market, has 
been suspended since Oct. 24. 
whenthe ITC ram put of money to 
support the price of tin at an art- 
ificially high level. 

The LME said Friday (he sus- 


Stogetio.- 

^Pnonikfc 
r unexpected!^ 
^^agood^.. 
,J Te f lL MandU^ 

1 P' 8 ^ my best, fc 


borne traders have been pre- 
dieting that the price of tin could 
plummet to as low as £4,000 
(55,800) per tonne if il creditor 
banks holding nearly 40.000 ton- 
nes of the metal as collateral aga- 
inst ITC lujns off-load their 
stocks. 


U.S. interest rate cut 
expected to spur economy 


WASHINGTON (R) -The Fcd- 
'‘eral Reserve Board (Fed) has cm 


its key discount rate to seven per 
-cent from 7J per cent in a move 


-cent coot 725 per cent in a move 
that is expected to give the U.S. 
economy a boost while helping 
ease international debt problems. 

“The central banks felt the time 
was right to bring rates down 
more," Commerce Department 
chief economist. Mr. Roberty 
Ortner. said of the coordinated 
mow fay U^., West German and 
Japanese central banks to lower 
their loan rates to commercial 
banks. 

The Fed action followed a drop 
\jn Germany's Bundesbank's dis- 
count rate from four per cent to 
35 per cant and in the Bank ed 
. Japan's jute jofpur percent firpnj. 
4 5 percent 1 

The discount rale drop, which 
brings it to its lowest level in nea- 
riyeight years, came after the U5. 
Labour Department announced 
an unexpected 0.6 per cent jump 
in the nation's unemployment rate 
for February. 

The unemployment rate rose to 
7 3 percent in February from 6.7 
percent m January. It was the first 
rseinthe unemployment Fate in a 
year and was the largest increase 
in six years. 

“The weak report on the labour 
market certainly made it easier for 
our monetary authorities' to ease' 
rates,” Mr. Ortner said. 


The White House claimed the 
rise in unemployment was not the 
start of a tread and was largely due 
to bad weather from Texas lo Cal- 
ifornia. 

Moments following the Fed 
announcement some major banks, 
including Chase Manhattan, 
Chemical, Morgan Guaranty 
Trust and First Chicago, said they 
were lowering their prime rates, 
the interest they charge their best 
customers, to nine per cent from 
9.5 per cent effective imm- 
ediately. 

The moves ate likely to help 
lower interest rates throughout 
the U^. economy and should help 
make it easier for debtor nations 
to meet their interest payments, 
many of.which are bated on the 
US. figures, Mr. Ortner said. 

The White House welcomed the 
discount rate cut and said it would 
benefit consumers who could get 
lower financing rates for .home, 
au tomobile and other major pur- 
chases, 

"We are pleased by it,” said 
White House spokesman. Mr. 
Larry Speakes. 

While news of the widely ant- 
icipated rate cut had only a small 
inpact on die dollar, the U.S. cur- 
rency dropped on the news of die 
large rise in. unemployment. 

On Wall Street, stocks posted 
just a small gain despite the rate 
cut-. 
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FORECAST FOB SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 1986 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: You are able to wind up 
matters which had been already put in motion, but there 
ore also some temporary delays in pl anning new outlets. 
Persevere and you find you have a pleasant time. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Avoid an older person 
who could put a crimp in your style. Stick dose to the 
one who' loves you and understands you. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) It is best to be with 
good friends today and avoid any thing connected! with 
business right now. Casual recreation is recommended. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) It is better you get in- 
to the activities you like today and not permit an older 
partner to force ideas on you. 

MOON CHILDREN (Jane 22 to JuL 21) Avoid the 
dull and be off to public places where you can show your 
finest abilities and gain prestige. 

LEO (JuL 22 to Aug. 21) Steer dear of that outside 
partner who wants to take too much of your time and 
be happy with the one you love. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Be with persons whose 
mode of living you admire and try to emulate it. Take 
advantage of propitious situations. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Make your abode more 
attractive and comfortable, so don't waste time on 
frivolous pleasure. Take care of your health. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) You want to have a 
delightful time and this is possible with congeniais to- 
day, but don't spend too much money. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Know what it 
is that kin desire of you and do what you can for them 
and relegate your own wishes to the background. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Forget a long-time 
problem and get out and meet interesting persons who 
can make your life more worthwhile. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You are capable of 
gaining a greater abundance and should study literature 
that tisn be helpful to you. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to -Mar. 20) You have fine ideas for 

■gaining your purposes, but don't let a know4trall get you 

off the beam. Show affection for kin. _ 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
i be very sensitive and should early be t au g h t to be more 
objective and not feel hurt at every small slight, other- 
wise a martyr complex will develop. Your progeny could 
(jo weB in art or business. 


Crosswords not received 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


OECD will save 
$80b in ’86 from 


AM \1A .V (J.T.i - The following table summarises trading activities at the Amman Financial Market during the week 
star ring Saturday , March I . "Sri and ending Wednesday. March 5. i 936 (Figures in Jordanian dinars). 


low oil prices 


Name of company 

Banking A financial institutions 


Number of shares Volume of trade Opening price Closing price Par value 


Jordan Islamic Bank 
Jordan Kuwait Bunk 
Jordan Gulf Bank 
Housing Bank 

Arab Jordan Investment Bank 

Industrial Development Bank 

Petra Bank 

Cairo Amman Bank 

Bank of Jordan 

Arab Bank 

Jordan National Bunk 

Jordan Finuncc House 

Jordan Securities Corporation 

Islamic Investment House 

Jordan Investment & Finance Corporation 

Finance & Credit Corporation 

National Financial Investments 

National Portfolio Securities 

Real Estate Investment (Aqarco) 

Arab Finance Corporation (Jordan) 


3648 

8295 

2.250 

2.340 

1.000 

7610 

17614 

2.280 

2.350 

1.000 

6672 

10208 

1.530 

1.530 

1.000 

2450 

3667 

1.510 

1.490 

1.000 

6000 

12810 

2.150 

2.120 

1.000 

ttoo 

1726 

1.570 

1.560 

1.000 

220 

589 

2.750 

2.650 

1.000‘ 

6866 

202910 

28.100 

27.750 

5.000 

1353 

28421 

18.000 ’ 

20.000 

5.000 

2040 

283228 

146.000 

140.000 

10.000 

24430 

61224 

2.500 

2.530 

1.000 

8750 

7411 

0.850 

0.S40 

1.000 

12343 

12542 

1.030 

1.020 

1.000 

5900 

5266 

0.950 

0.870 

1.000 

23694 

16615 

1.210 

1.200 

1.000 

30685 

11866 

0.900 

0.8S0 

1.000 

35680 

45409 

1.280 

1.230 

1.000 

26850 

19421 

0.740 

0.720 

1.000 

30570 

20000 

0.660 

0.650 

1.000 

2800 

3462 

1.260 

1.230 

1.000 


KUWAIT (Agencies) — Member countries of the 
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Dev- 
elopment (OECD) will save about $80 billion on 
their oil imports’ bill compared with that of 1984 If 
oD prices remain at their current low' level for the 
rest of 1986, according to a" report published here 
Saturday. 


The Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) Bulletin said that if the 
savings stemming from the fall in 
dollar exchanges are added, 
OECD savings on oil imports in 
1986 will total $100 billion. 

•'These savings represent a 
major transfer of wealth at the 
expense of the ofl exporting cou- 
ntries. which raises questions 
about how the funds will be rec- 
ycled and how much the dev- 


eloping countries wQl benefit,'* 
the bulletin monthly editorial said. 


Insurance 


Jordan Insurance 

Jordan French Insurance 

REFCO Insurance 

Jerusalem Insurance 

Jordan Eagle Insurance 

Arab Union International Insurance 

Arabian Seas Insurance 

A1 Arab Insurance & Reinsurance 

Universal Insurance 

Ai Izdihar Insurance 

Philadelphia Insurance 

Petra Insurance 


Services and industries 


Jordan Electric Power 
National Shipping Lines 
Jordan Dairy 

Arab Pharmaceutical Manufacturing 

Intermediate Petrochemical Industries 

Jordan Paper & Cardboard Factories 

Jordan 'Phosphates Mines 

Industry. Commercial and Agricultural (lmaj) 

Jordan Wooden Industries 

Arab Chemical Determents 

Alladin Industries 

Livestock and Poultry 

Jordan Tobacco and Cigarettes 

Arab Aluminium Manufacturing 

Arab International Hotels 

Jordan Worsted Mills 

Jordan Ceramics 

Jordan Pipes Manufacturing 

Chemical Industries 

Jordan Industries and Matches 

Dar AI Dawa’ for 

Development & Investment 

National Steel Industries 

Jordan Tanning 

Jordan Leasing Equipment 

Universal Chemical Industries 

General Mining 

Arab Paper Converting & Trading 

Petra for-Projects & Leasing 

Arab Development & Investment 

Rafia Plastic Bags 

Jordan Petroleum Refinery 

Jordan Lime & Brick 

Jordan Breweries 

Jordan for Printing & Packaging 

Woolen Industries 

Trans Jordan Minerals Research 


1965 

21791 

11.150 

11.200 

1.000 

5h(JU 

14733 

2.780 

2.600 

1.000 

18459 

9690 

1.020 

1.030 

1.000 

15074 

2126S 

1.330 

1.440 

1.000 

20 

500 

25.000 

25.000 

10.000 

47b 

476 

0.970 

1.000 

1.000 

825 

1854 

2.260 

2.250 

1.000 

1655 

1376 

0.830 

0.830 

1.000 

200 

167 

0.860 

■ 0.830 

1.000 

2000 

1800 

0.900 

0.900 

1.000 

400 

384 

1.050 

0.960 

1.000 

3100 

1595 

0.450 

0-530 

1.000 

6437 

9453 

1.460 

1.470 

1.000 

8750 

6386 

0.730 

0.720 

1.000 

9018 

10664 

1.190 

i.180 

1.000 

26154 

83384 

3.100 

3.200 

1.000 

13350 

9691 

0.730 

0.720 

1.000 

5671 

14854 

2.600 

2.620 

1.000 

18392 

36394 

2.200 

2.000 

1.000 

6163 

12047 

1.900 

1.980 

1.000 

550 

666 

1.260 

1-210 

1.000 

1100 

4533 

4.100 

4.120 

1.000 

6417 

4493 

0.700 

0.700 

1.000 

700 

402 

0.510 

0.600 

1.000 

40 

530 

13.500 

13.250 

5.000 

53410 

47264 

0.890 

0.900 

1.000 

23905 

9390 

0.420 

0.390 

1.000 

1138 

4045 

3.500 

3.600 . 

1.000 

2050 

1886 

0.930, 

0.920 

1.000 

11909 

15119 

1.260 

1.270 

1.000 

1200 

1039 

0.910 

0.870 

1.000 

20450 

13763 

0.710 

0.690 

1.000 

5642 

8426 

1.500 

1.500 

1.000 

3225 

3713 

1.170 

1.150 

1.000 

1315 

2464 

1.810 

1.910 

1.000 

1644 

1167 

0.710 

0.710 

1.000 

1900 

1890 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

1930 

3127 

I .<C0 

1.620 

1.000 

2800 

843 

0.320 

0.300 

1.000 

65280 

19269 

0.800 

0.790 

1.000 

500 

350 

0.700 

0.700 

1.000 

250 

275 

1.050 

1.100 

1.000 

6561 

43402 

6.620 

6.620 

5.000 

45653 

13527 

0.300 

0.290 

1.000 

1647 

5270 

3.210 

3.200 

1.000 

810 

3240 

4.500 

4.000 

1.000 

1200 

1025 

0.930 

0.850 

1.000 

8246 

8246 

1.000 

1.000 

1.000 

654.858 

1 ,250,892 





the bulletin monthly editorial said. 

In the mid-seventies, the edi- 
torial said, the industrialised cou- 
ntries saw the sharp rise in oil pri- 
ces as a major cause of soaring 
inflation. "In fact the price of oil 
was only a minor factor compared 
with the monetary and fiscal pol- 
icies (of the industrialised cou- 
ntries) which had induced high inf- 
lation rates well before." the edi- 
torial said. 


The editorial said that the 
24-member OECD possessed the 
monetary and financial channels 
to absorb the surpluses of the oQ 
exporting countries “so that the 
circulation of petrodollars was in a 
sense automatic." 

"A large portion of the oil cou- 
ntries' savings were deployed in 
the world economic system, which 
is dominated by the OECD cou- 
ntries," the OAPEC Bulletin said. 
"03 revenues tints became sub- 
ject to the financial and monetary 
fluctuations brought about by the 
industrial countries' policies.'' 

Hie OAPEC Bulletin said that 
with die rise in o3 prices the ofl 
exporting countries shouldered 
many of the responsibilities of the 
industrial countries toward other 
developing countries. It asked 
whether the latter were prepared 
to resume those responsibilities 
now that they were enjoying sav- 
ings on ofl imports. 

•*In the years of high ofl prices 
the aid given by OPEC countries 
to other developing countries acc- 
ounted for more than three per 
cent of their gross domestic pro- 
duct, whereas that given by ind- 
ustrial countries averaged- only 
about half of the United Nations 
target of 0.7 per cent of their gross 


domestic product." it said. 

"The OPEC countries the- 
refore have the right to ask whe- 
ther the developing countries, oil 
exporters and non-oil-exporters 
alike, will receive more aid now." 
it asked. 

It also questioned whether the 
developing countries will be able 
to buy industrial goods more che- 
aply "on the assumption that dep- 
ressed oil prices will induce lower 
inflation rates in the industrial 
countries?” 

The editorial contended that 
wealth controlled by the industrial 
countries filters through to dev- 
eloping countries in the form of 
aid and loans with "such stringent 
conditions that most of the debtor 
countries’ export revenues go to 
loan servicing.*’ 

"Indeed, the crippling debts of 
SI ,000 bQlkm currently facing the 
developing countries are in large 
measure due to the unbalanced 
distribution of income in the world 
today,” it added. 


Meanwhile, Japan's top trade 
□mister Saturday proposed a 
meeting of energy ministers from 
the leading industrialised cou- 
ntries to discuss declining ofl pri- 
ces. 


Mr. Michio Watanabe, minister 
of international trade and ind- 
ustry, made his proposal in a mee- 
tfog with visiting US. Energy Sec- 
retary John Herrington, said min- 
istry sjfokesman, Mr. Masahiro 
Okuda. 

Mr. Herrington showed “strong 
interest” in the proposed meeting, 
but added that stability of crude 
ofl prices should be based on mar- 
ket mechanisms, not on artificial 
price intervention, Mr. Okuda 
said. 


In making his proposal, Mr. 
Watanabe noted that falling oil 
prices might cause a slowdown in 
developing new oilfields and other 
.alternative energy sources. 

But he said the world economy 
would benefit through commodity 
price stability in ofl-consuming 
countries and lowered production 
costs from cheap oil prices, Mr. 
Okuda said. 


G.M. to assemble cars in Egypt 


DETROIT (R\ — General Motors (G.M.). the largest UiL 
vehicle-manufacturer, plans to assemble two models of cars in Egypt, 
the firm has announced. The care produced by the firm are to be sold 
in Egypt, G.M. said. The two cars were designed by G.ML’s West 
German subsidiary, Opel A.G., and their assembly in Egypt wfll 
require creation of a car pails supply network, GJM. said Friday. 
G JM. said it plans to assemble 59,000 cars a year in Egypt by 1990,- 
using the facilities of AJ Nasr Automotive and the' Arab- American 
Vehicle Company. Fast year production was estimated at 30.000, 
said G.M. The new firm to assemble the cars will be called General 
Misr Car Company. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 



Mutt ‘n’ Jeff 



'You could drop an anvil on him and he 
still wouldn't be level-headed!" 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Junbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four onfinary words. 


Andy Capp 



Jr^DONTWvKDWHOW 
I'M SUPFOSEOTO 
i MANAGE -THE PRICE 
^ OF THINGS THESE 
C_ C*\VS...A LOT-c^ 


Hfcif 

I* MSSSmm&nSm 





WHAT TOKAY'S 
HANGOVER MIGHT 3E 
CONNECTED WITH. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the atnve cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles UNER ALIAS LAWFUL SOOTHE 


Answer: What joKes told by mountain folk often are- 
'll LL-ARIOUS” 
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pro- Marcos generals 
ced under house arrest 


MANILA < R) — Thirteen Philippine generals inc- 
luding the heads of the army, air force and navy 
under deposed President Ferdinand Marcos have 
been placed under house arrest, authoritative sou- 
rces said. 

The sources said the arrests posts to improve the efficiency of 
were a prevents e measure to stop the armed forces, 
the generals, all regarded as Mar- The government also moved 
cos lovalists. from' becoming ral- Saturday against the media mac- 
hine figures for opposition to the hine used by Marcos to promote 
new government of President his policies. 

Corazun Aquino. ■ information Minister Teodoro 

They said the seiwRils were nol ^ fa wld repurt er 5 the wv- 
under ,m«tiption .K>r n net™ was over three of 

planned egainsr them for their a ■ fiv television stations, 
roles during Marcos -0 years ,n. UoJer Mareos lher e was only one 

P °The' 13 included Vlaj.-Cien. offiem! govemmenttelevision sja- 
Josephus Rums, army chief. hut the three oLm over SM- 
Muj.-Cien. Vicente Piccio.. air ^ Ja >' " ere re S arJed “ s pK " 
for« chief and Rear Admiral Bri- ^ S ljocsin said the three sta- 

ilame Ochoco. niiv) chief. tionsmiaht have illeaallv received 

The arrests were the latest sian - \»-, r 

of a purge of the armed forces dir- S^emmem money under 'Gr- 
eeted by Defence Minister Juan LVS " 

Ponce Enrile and Armed Forces The change of government has 
Ch ief Gen. Fidel Ra mos who both se t off a ba tde for control of other 
played key roles in Mrs. Aquino media outlets, 
winning power on Feb. 25. Eugenio Lopez, who lived in 

Mr. Enrile already has retired exile in the United States after he 
23 other generals Marcos had sill- escaped from Manila jail in 1 977 
owed to serve beyond normal ret- 
irement age. 

He has said more military ret- 
irements were planned and ann- 
ounced that more field officers 
would be appointed to senior 


while held on charges of plotting 
to kill Marcos, has staked his fam- 
ily's claim to a business empire 
taken over by Marcos and his ass- 
ociates during the martial law per- 
iod from ITO-l ¥81. 


Lopez, who returned to the Phi- 
lippines last week, has claimed six 
television and 21 radio stations 
spread throughout the country as 
well as the Manila Electric Com- 
pany. the country's sixth biggest 
corporation once owned by his 
family. 

A newspaper which cha- 
mpioned the cause of Marcos until 
he fled into exfle said Saturday it 
was suspending publication — the 
first victim of the Philippines' 
new-found press freedom. 

As what were formerly opp- 
osition newspapers reported 
heavy business and dizzying inc- 
reases in circulation, the Metro 
Manila Times said it would sus- 
pend publication from Monday 
due to “present business con- 
ditions.’* 

The newspaper’s publisher. 
Kerima Poloton. wife of a pre- 
sidential assistant in the Marcos 
administration, could not be rea- 
ched for comment. 

The Metro Manila Times was 
launched during the 1972-81 mar- 
tial law years when the original 
Manila Ti. vs. then the country's 
most popular newspaper, was clo- 
sed down. 

The Manila Times reappeared 
two days before the Feb. 7 pre- 
sidential election which finallysaw 
the end of the Marcos regime. It 
has reported a circulation of over 


oeecker may visit Bonn soon 


EAST BERLIN ( K) - East 
Germany indicated Saturday that 
a visit hv Communist chief Erich 
Honecker to West Germany could 
he arranged *x*n. but implicitly 
urged caution on Bunn leaders. 

the communist Party daily 
N'cues Deufc-chl and made an ext- 
remely rare reference to Western 
'peculation .*.b »u; a visit when it 
quoted Italian Foreign Minister 
Giuljx 4rcJro»n« as s tying Ger- 
many should Ti 'it.: in Jiv idvJ into 
two -UitC'. 


"If Honecker visits the Federal 
Republic (West Germany), then 
he does so not as a tourist going 
into the provinces burns a head of 
state." it quoted him as saying. 

The newspaper article, pub- 
lished in a column normally res- 
erved for official commentaries, 
was the first hast German ref- 
erence to a visit since \1r. Hon- 
ecker returned from the recent 
Sox iet Communist Party Congress 
in Moscow. 


MO. 000 and its pages are crammed 
with advertisements. 

Its Executive Editor Vercel 
Santos told Reuters: “It has bec- 
ome clear to the market now 
which is the true Times." 

The Bulletin Today, a spe- 
ctacular success story of martial 
law years, also suffered a major 
setback with a drop in circulation 
as well as advertising. 

Staff members say the cir- 
culation has dropped to 130.000 
from 250,000. Its main news sec- 
tion which ran' to 20 pages has 
shrunk to 14 aid advertisements 
are fast disappearing. 

Meanwhile the government of 
Mrs. Aquino will prepare a new 
constitution within 100 days and 
then hold general elections. 
Vice-President Salvador Laurel 
said in an interview published Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. Laurel told Yonuuri Shi- 
mbun a 30 to 50- member com- 
mittee would draft the con- 
stitution over the next 90 days for 
approval by national referendum. 

A general election would be 
held after the constitution was 
approved, he added. 

Mr. Laurel said implementation 
of a new constitution would tra- 
nsform the Aquino government 
which he called a revolutionary 
regime, into a legal adm- 
inistration. 


U.S., 

Soviets ready 
to guarantee 


Western diplomats here said 

they believed Mr. Honecker had a. miorontpp 
discussed the possibility of a visit LVJ ^U.ClI ClLilwC 
the first ever by an East German a ri 
head of state and Communist LlGklCC 

chief, with Soviet leader Mikhail ° 

Gorbachev. ISLAMABAD ( R) — The Unitt 

Saturday’s article suggested States and the Soviet Union a 


'New evidence' found on 
Waldheim Nazi charges 


VIENNA t R I — The Austrian 
magazine which launched the con- 
troversy over former United Nat- 
ions chief Kurt Waldheim's all- 
eged links with the Nazis has une- 
arthed new evidence to support 
the charges. 

But Mr. Waldheim, cam- 
paigning to be elected Austrian 
prcsidenron May 4. has again den- 
ied he was a member of ftazi gro- 
ups and suggested the allegations 
were connected with his can- 
didacy. 

The independent weekly mag- 
azine Profil has found a chary in 
the Vienna state court which ref- 
ers to a form filled out in Wal- 
dheim’s name in 1940 claiming 
membership of a Nazi “Bro- 
wn shirts' (SA) organisation and 
of the Nazi Students' Federation. 

Reuters has obtained a copy of a 
Profile article to he published with 
a facsimile of the diary on Mon- 
day. a week after the magazine 
first accused Vlr. Waldheim of a 
Nazi past. 

The diary — kept by a "den- 
azification" officer responsible in 
1946 for clearing Waldheim for 
service to the post-war Austrian 
state — refers to earlier doc- 
uments. some of which have dis- 
appeared from official archives. 

A crucial document mentioned 
is the form filled out in 1940 for 
permission to take up a legal post 
under the Nazi authorities who 


annexed Austria in 193S. 

According to the diary —whose 
authenticity' Mr. Waldheim does 
not deny in an interview acc- 
ompanying the report — the form 
said he joined the SA on Nov. 1 1 . 
1938. and the student org- 
an isation on April I. 1938. 

Although such a form was sup- 
posed to be completed personally 
and signed. Mr. Waldheim is quo- 
ted as saying: 

'Tve no idea if I was there at the 
lime. My father very often did that 
kind of thing for me ... dealing 
with necessary documents in my 
absence ... he was very helpful." 

The diary includes a note saying 
Mr. Waldheim joined an SA rid- 
ing corps in order to be accepted 
for law service. 

The Conservative presidential 
candidate, who was U.N. sec- 
retary general from 1972 to. 1982, 
says he thought it expedient not to 
turn down an invitation to ride 
with a Nazi riding group, in order 
to protect his anti-Nazi family. 

He himself never claimed or 
applied for SA membership, he 
told Profile, but his "candidacy” 
for such a status could have been 
assumed from such activities and 
this could be the cause of what he 
called the misunderstanding. 

Mr. Waldheim wrote Friday to 
the World Jewish Congress and 
New York Times rejecting cha- 
rges that he had a Nazi past. 
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DEAR MR. GOREN 


Q. — In b rubber bridge game the 
other night I dealt myself: 

$353 'TIM C-AKJ7 4A954 

1 opened the bidding with one 
diamond and partner responded 
one spade. Since we don’t raise 
partner’s major-anit response 
without four -card support, I chose 
one no trump for my rebid. Partner, 
who held a good hand including Gve 
spades to the ace- icing, raised to 
three no trump. Unfortunately, the 
opponents took the first five heart 
tricks. Four spades would have 
made easily. Shonldn’L my partner 
have rebid his spades to tell me he 
bad five of thorn? Otherwise, what 
went wrong? J.D., Minneapolis. 
Mian. 

A.— Neither of you is as much at 
fault as your methods. Your 
system left you without a good rebid 
after partner’s one spade response. 
You could not bid two dub=» since 
that would tend to show an un- 
balanced hand when your hand was 
balanced; you could not rebid 
diamonds: and you could not raise 
spades. That forced you to bid no 
trump without a stopper in the 
unhid major. 

Your partner, witn a balanced 
hand and a Gve-card spade suit, 
could do little more than raise to 
game unless you employed some 
method of cheekfcoek. A rebid of 
two spades would have been an 
underbid and a jump to three 


spades would have promised a bet- 
ter spade suit and an unbalanced 
hand. 

The natural bid with your hand is 
a spade raise -you have three-card 
support Tor partner's suit and a ruff- 
ing value. True, you do nol like rats- 
ing with only three low cards in 
partner's suit, but partner should 
allow for that contingency in the 
subsequent auction. 

Q.— There ia a player in our game 
who, when be is dummy, always 
laya down his trumps before the 
opening lead has been made. I find 
thin distracting, but he insists Chat 
he Is doing nothing wrong. What’s 
your oplnieo? I.R.. Atlanta. Ga. 
A.— Dummy should not lay down 
his cards until after the opening 
lead has been made. First of aJ), he 
might be assisting the defenders in 
finding an opening lead by reveal- 
ing such an integral pan of his 
holding. Secondly, he might be 
doing serioug da mage to bis side. 

Suppose that declarer wants to 
review the auction. The Laws of 
Contract Bridge permit the 
declarer to get a review of the auc- 
tion "until he has played to the first 
trick or dummy has spread any part 
of his hand." By laying down the 
trump suit prematurely, dummy 
has deprived declarer of this right.- 
Show the offender this column 
and ask him to eliminate his bad 
habit. 


Moscow had not vetoed the plan. 

Soviet officials are sensitive to 
what they regard as West German 
attempts to portray the 36- 
year-old division of Germany as 
tempera ly. 


Final polls 
predict 
narrow win 
for French 
opposition 

PARIS (R) — Fmal opinion polls 
Saturday predicted a narrow abs- 
olute majority for the right-wing 
opposition in France's general 
election next weekend. 

A poll by the Sofres Org- 
anisation in Le Figaro newspaper 
gave the opposition alliance of the 
L! DF and RPR pa rties 44 per cent 
of the vote, enough to claim 297 of 
the 577 seats m the new par- 
liament. 

The poll gave the ruling Soc- 
ialists 28 per cent and the Com- 
munists 105 per cent, with eight 
per ceat support for the far-right 
National Front. 

In the pro -government Le 
Matin an Ipsos Poll gave the opp- 
osition alliance 42 per cent and 
292 seats compared to 31 percent 
for the Socialists. 

Under French law opinion poll 
results cannot be published in the 
week preceding the vote. 

Political pundits say forecasting 
the result of the March 16 vote for 
the National Assembly is harder 
than usual because of the switch to 
proportional voting and an inc- 
rease in the number of seats. 

Le Matin's poll showed the 
French divided on what has eme- 
rged as the main issue of the cam- 
paign — whether President Fra- 
ncois Mitterrand can or should 
"cohabit” with a rightwing gov-' 
eminent. 

The poll showed 46 per cent 
favoured “cohabitation.” against 
38 per cent who didn’t, but 49 per 
cent said they thought it would not 
work successfully, against only 28 
per cent who thought it would. 

Socialist leaders have been 
warning of the risk of con- 
stitutional disorder if the right 
forms a government, telling voters 
that “cohabitation” will be a risky 
venture. 

Former Prime Minister Pierre 
Mauroy told a rally in his home 
city of Lille such an arrangement 
would be very difficult. 

The Socialist warnings have 
echoed those of opposition mav- 
erick Raymond Bane, who alone 
among the major figures on the 
right says the system cannot work. 

Gaul list leader Jacques Chirac 
told a rally in Rennes Friday night 
that Mr. Mitterrand and the Soc- 
ialists were destroying the cre- 
dibility of France's institutions by 
their warnings. 

“When one is inside the house, 
one should avoid undermining the 
foundations,” Mr. Chirac said. 

“If everyone respects die laws 
of democracy ... and the con- 
stitution, there win be no pro- 
blem,” he said. 


Marcos 
brought 
boxes of 
money to 
Hawaii 

HONOLULU (R) — Deposed 
Philippine President Ferdinand 
Marcos and his party brought 
about hi. 4 million worth of Rii- 
lippine pesos into Hawaii, most of 
it in cardboard boxes, the U.S. 
customs service has said. 

The service released details of 
the money after a federal judge in 
Honolulu. Harold Fong, refused a 
request by lawyers for Marcos to 
block the disclosure. 

The Centra] Bank of the Phi- 
lippines has filed suit for the ret- 
urn of the money. 

Customs district Director Geo- 
rge Robert said most of the money 
was found in 22 cardboard boxes 
aboard a US. military cargo plane 
which brought belongings of the 
90-member Marcos party to Hic- 
kam Air Base, on the outskirts of 
Honolulu. 

Mr. Robert said the equivalent 
of nearly S 1 3 million was found in 
50 and 100-peso bills in 22 car- 
dboard boxes on board the plane. 

More pesos, worth iS.285. 
were found in bags on the plane, 
he said. 

Mr, Robert said the Marcos 
party carried bill 396 worth of 
pesos wben it arrived at Hick am. 

Earlier, in Washington, the 
Reagan administration said it 
would hand over to the new Phi- 
lippine government a complete list 
of the contents of crates brought 
to Hawaii by Marcos. 


Row between India, 
Sri Lanka worsens 


COLOMBO (R) — A row bet- 
ween India and S ri Lanka over the 
island’s e thnic conflict worsened 
Saturday after New Delhi can- 


overcoming the ethnic crisis in bri 

Lanka.” . . 

It said- Sri Lanka appeared to be 
trying to find an alibi for its failure 


celled a cricket tour and sent a stiff to engage in constructive neg- 
efipio malic protest note to Col- ©nations to resolve the coonieL 


orabo. 

The note, banded in Friday, 
accused Colombo of making 
“baseless and tendentious” all- 
egations against New Delhi and of 
u s i n g "intemperate language,” 
including casting personal asp- 
ersions on India’s foreign min- 
ister. 

It referred to a protest sent by 
Colombo to New Delhi on March 
1 accusing India of bias over the 
conflict between Sri Lanka’s maj- 
ority Sinhalese and minority Tam- 
ils in which more than 3.000 peo- 
ple have 1 been killed in the past 
three years. 

The government was reacting to 
a statement by Indian External 
Affirs Minister B.R. Bhagat in 
which he was reported to have 
accused Sri Lanka of genocide of 
Tamils and imposed a time limit of 
one month to resolve the conflict. 

The India cricket team Friday 
cancelled a visit to Sri Lanka for 
the four-nation Asia Cricket Cup 
competition starting later this 
month, a move seen by analysts in 
Sri Lanka as part of the dispute 
between Colombo and New 
Delhi. 

No reason was given for calling 
off the tour. India, Pakistan, Ban- 
gladesh and Sri Lanka had been 
due to take part. 

The Indian note expressed dis- 
may and regret at the content and 
tenor of Sri Lanka’s protest, say- 
ing: “It can hardly be conducive to 


India arranged talks between 
representatives of the Sri L a nkan 
government and Tamil groups last 
year but they collapsed after the 
two sides accused each other of 
violating a ceasefire agreement. 

The note said the Sri Lankan 
government’s military actions and 
repeated statements about a mil- 
itary solution suggested that Col- 
ombo’s assertion that it was see- 
king India's assistance in finding a 
political solution could only be 
regarded as “an exercise to cam- 
ouflage its real motivations." 

India said it was committed to 
helping to resolve the crisis thr- 
ough a settlement which would 
enable Tamils to obtain their leg- 
itimate aspirations “through an 
appropriate political framework 
which keeps intact the unity and 
territorial integrity of Sri Lanka.” 

Instead of indulging in pol- 
emics. Colombo should take note 
of India's continuing endeavours 
to help to find a negotiated set- 
tlement without further delay and 
loss of life, it said. 

Guerrillas fighting for a sep- 
arate Tamil state prevented a 
group of government teachers att- 
ending a meeting with military 
authorities in Kitinochchi district 
in the north of the country Friday, 
residents said. 

They said the guerrillas stopped 
a bus in which about 20 Tamil tea- 
chers were travelling and turned 
them back. 


Chinese president arrives in Dhaka 


ISLAMABAD I R) —The United 
States and the Soviet Union are 
ready to guarantee any Afghan 
peace settlement Islamabad and 
Kabul may work out U.N . med- 
iator Diego Cordovez said Sat- 
urday. 

Mr. Cordovez said on arrival in 
Islamabad he hoped current pre- 
parations for the next round in the 
four-year search for a negotiated 
peace would be fruitful, the Ass- 
ociated Press of Pakistan (APP) 
reported. 

The under secretary-general, 
who conducts indirect talks bec- 
ause Islamabad refuses to neg- 
otiate with Kabul, wfll meet Pak- 
istani officials before leaving on 
Monday for consultations in the 
Afghan capital. 

Mr. Cordovez. who has not rev- 
ealed what he learned during a 
visit to Moscow last month, told a 
questioner both the United States 
and the Soviet Union were ready 
to be guarantors of a peace deal. 

Washington announced its rea- 
diness last December but Mos- 
cow. which is widely expected to 
do the same, has not yet formally 
declared it wfll guarantee a set- 
tlement, 

Afghanistan has publicly que- 
stioned Washington's sincerity in 
seeking a settlement 

The official Bakhtar News 
Agency said Friday the res- 
ignation of John McMahon, dep- 
uty director of the Central Int- 
elligence Agency (CIA), proved 
“the US. administration does not 
have the slightest interest in the 
solution of regional confects.” 

Mr. Me Mahon . who said he res- 
igned for personal reasons, res- 
isted plans to expand secret CIA 
para military operations mi dev- 
eloping countries, according to 
congressional sources. 


DHAKA (RJ — Chinese Pre- 
sident Li Xiannian arrived in Ban- 
gladesh Saturday on the first leg of 
a five-nation African and South 
Asian tour intended to stress 
China's wish to foster ties with 
developing countries’. 

President Hossain Mohammad 
Ershad greeted Mr. Li at Dhaka 
airport as hundreds of children 
danced and sang welcome songs 
and a 21 -gun salute boomed out. 

The two presidents later drove 
in a motorcade to a state guest 
house where Mr. Li will stay* dur- 
ing his four-day visit, the first to 
Bangladesh by a Chinese head of 
state. 

Traffic was thin on the 15- 
kilometre drive from the airport 
during a six-hour general strike' 
called by opposition groups to 
protest at Gen. Ershacfs plans to 
hold parliamentary elections next 
month while martial law is still in 
force. 


Foreign Minister Humayun 
Rashid Ghowdhury said Mr. Li's 
visit would strengthen political 
and economic ties between the 
two countries. China is Ban- 
gladesh's main arms supplier. 

Mr. Chowdhury said talks bet- 
ween the two presidents would 
cover China's proposal to set up 
joint venture projects in Ban- 
gladesh in textiles, coal mining, 
chemical and light industries. 

Mr. Li said in a written sta- 
tement chat relations between 
Dhaka and Peking had made sat- 
isfactory progress. 

'-••’Through ray current visit the 
friendly relations and cooperation 
between our two countries will 
grow stronger.” he said. 

Mr. Li is also due to visit Sri 
Lanka, Egypt, Somalia and Mad- 
agascar. 

Anti-government dem- 
onstrators hurled a home-made 
bomb at the car of Bangladesh’s 


Equadorean army on alert as chief rebels 


QUITO (R) — The Ecuadorean 
government put its armed forces 
on alert as their chief-of-staff 
holed up in an air force base in 
what President Leon Febres Cor- 
dero described as a failed reb- 
ellion. 

Information Minister Patricio 
Uuevedo told reporters that the 
government still had the backing 
of the armed forces despite the 
mutiny by Chief-of-Staff Lt.-Gen. 
Frank Vargas Pazoz. who on Fri- 
day refused to step down when the 
president ordered bis dismissal. 

Mr. Ouevedo denied an earlier 
statement by Gen. Vargas Pozas 
that he had the backing of the navy 
and air force and said the rebel 1 
military leader “might already 
have been arrested.” 

“There is no split in the armed 
forces.” Mr. Ouevedo said. “This 
is not an uprising because that 
would be a collective movement. 


This is a rebellion of only one mil- commander in chief of the armed 
itaiy chief who has been dis- forces and the chief of the Ecu- 
charged and does not have a adorean Air Force.” 
command." “The air force remains loyal to 

Mr. Ouevedo said Gen. Vargas ra y cornraand '” added - 
Pozas was at the Pacific coast air The first indication of a rCb- 
force base of Puerto De Manta, el lion came when witnesses rep- 
hut it was not clear whether he was orted that shots bad been fired 
controlling the forces there. . Saturday more ing at the Defence 

Earlier Gen. Vargas Pozas had ' Ministry in Quito. The building 
told Radio Quito he was at Mar- was quickly sealed off. 


iscal Sucre Air Force Base outside 
the capital. 

Mr. Febres Cordero denied at a 
press conference Friday that there 
had been an attempted coup. 

Mr. Febres Cordero said he 
fired Gen. Vargas Pazos.butGeo. 
Vargas Puzos later told a radio sta- 
tion he remained in charge of the 
armed forces. 

Gen. Vargas Pazos told Radio 
Quito . "I expect to be heard by the 
president of the republic. I am the 


Mr. Febres Cordero, on a visit 
to the port city of Guayaquil, cal- 
led the press conference to ann- 
ounce the rebellion by Gen. Var- 
gas Puzos, which he said had been 
contained. He said Gen. Vargas 
Pazos bad been relieved of his dut- 
ies. 

"Nothing has happened in the 
country. There hasn’t been a coup 
aod the people govern through 
those we have chosen to do it,” the 
president said. 


Reagan campaign for Nicaraguan rebel aid in top gear 

WASHINGTON (R)— President from a second mission to the Phi- being “with Moscow, co- throughput the region. 
Reagan’s all-out push for aid for lippines where Mr. Reagan said he guarantor of the Brezhnev doc- “While the United : 


WASHINGTON ( R) — President 
Reagan's all-out push for aid for 
Nicaraguan rebels is continuing 
with the naming of a special envoy 
to Central America and plans to 
pressure reluctant congressmen 
into line. 

Mr. Reagan has waged an int- 
ense political and ideological bat- 
tle for his proposed b70 million in 
military aid and 30 million in 
humanitarian assistance to the 
"contra” rebels fighting the leftist 
Sandinista government of Man- 
agua. 

On Friday, he announced the 
appointment of presidential tro- 
ubleshooter and veteran diplomat 
Philip Habib r.‘ his special rep- 
resentative to Central America 
and tried to beat back charges of 
White House “red-baiting” over 
the aid issue. 

White House Spokesman Larry 
Speakes said Mr. Reagan pl ann ed 
to hold meetings with con- 
gressmen eveiy day next week in 
an effort to turn the tide of strong 
opposition on Capitol Hill. 

The president also is expected 
to devote his weekly radio address 
to the subject and will make a spe- 
ech to the nation on the aid pac- 
kage on March 16. 

ABC News said Friday night 
that a pol I it conducted earlier this 
week showed that three out of five 
Americans rejected the pre- 
sident's call for MOO mil Bon in 
aid. 

Mr. Habib, 66, has just returned 


from a second mission to the Phi- 
lippines where Mr. Reagan said he 
had played a key role in events 
surrounding that conn try’s change 
of government. 

The move was seen as an att- 
empt to breathe new life into the 
administration’s efforts to win 
approval of the aid but it was met 
with some scepticism among law- 
makers. 

"The timing of this suggests to 
me that this is a ... public relations 
mechanism.'' said Michael Bar- 
nes. a Maryland Democrat. 

Mr. Habib, a shrewd and res- 
pected negotiator, has twice been 
called out of retirement to head 
U-S. mediating efforts in the Mid- 
dle East. He was chosen last 
month to be the Reagan adm- 
inistration's eyes and cars in the. 
Ph iiippines during the final days of 
the 20-year rule of President Fer- 
dinand Marcos. 

The intense rhetoric from the 
White House that Nicaragua rep- 
resents a Communist offensive 
against the United States and 
those who oppose the Contras are 
in effect helping the Communists 
has been slammed as “red- 
baiting” by some angr y con- 
gressmen. 

Bames Friday called for the 
resignation of White House com- 
munications 

Hanan- who wrote ; 

Washington Post jFd 

gressional opponent^ 


being “with Moscow, co- 
guarantor of the Brezhnev doc- 
trine in Central America." 

Amid signs the cam paign could 
be backfiring. Mr. Reagan denied 
the “red-baiting" charges. 

“There's no intent on my part to 
do that at all. I've not assailed 
anyone’s motives in this. I'm sim- 
ply stating facts." he told rep- 
orters. 

Mr. Reagan also welcomed an 
offer by President Jose Napoleon 
Duarte of El Salvador to reopen 
talks with leftist rebels in his cou- 
ntry if Nicaraguan leader Daniel 
Ortega began simultaneous dis- 
cussions with the Contras. Mr. 
Reagan said Mr. Habib would fol- 
low up the initiative next week 
despite Managua's outright rej- 
ection of it- 

The United States has refused 
to reopen discussions with Nic- 
aragua unless the Sandinista gov- 
ernment negotiates with the Con- 
tras. which it refuses to do. 

Mr. Reagan said Congress must 
approve the aid package because 
it was “one of the tools” Mr. 
Habib would need to maintain 
pressure on the Saodinistas to talk 
with the American-sponsored 
rebels. 

The State Department also iss- 
ued a booklet reprinting “the 
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"While the United States was 
seeking to develop a positive rel- 
ationship with the new rev- 
olutionary government in Nic- 
aragua ... the Sand inis tas viewed 
themselves as an integral part of a 
Communist world revolution and 
regarded the United States as 
their 'rabid enemy',” the dep- 
artment said in an introduction. 

Meanwhile the Soviet News 
Agency TASS Saturday accused 
Washington of hypocrisy in app- 
ointing Mr. Habib as its special 
Central America! envoy. 

It said the" White House was try- , 
ing to present his appointment as 
an attempt to find a diplomatic 1 
solution to the Central American i 
crisis but President Reagan's real 
aim was the overthrow of the Nic- 
araguan government. 

Mr. Habib's shuttle diplomacy - 
had long been “rototious ” it said, 
adding that in the Middle East, it 
had been used as a "distracting 
manoeuvre” when Israel was pre- 
parine to invade Lebanon. 

TASS said Mr. Habib was now 
planning to visit £1 Salvador to. 
discuss- new proposals by Mr. 
Duarte. 

. But these proposals amounted 
to "advancing unacceptable dem- 
ands to - die ' Nicaraguan aut-- 
borities” and equating -"butchers; 
from Contras units arined by tire 
dA J .’ (US. Central foteffigence- 
Agency) with- tbe- lawful jpy- 
ertiment of Nicaragua^ . ■ y 



Omani catches 
one-ton carp 

MUSCAT (R) - An Omani has , 
caught a 1JOOO kilogramme carp, 
which local fishermen claim lvthe. ‘ 
biggest caught in 40 years. The ■■ 
Oman News Agecny said it took a ‘ 
group of fishermen two hours to 
help Mubarak 3bn Salem get tire, 
6.7 metre fish out of water atSeeb — 
about 30 kilometres north of here. V 


navy chief Saturday as a general 
strike brought most of the country 
to a standstill, police said. 

The bomb, thrown as Rear 
Admiral Sultan Ahmad drove past 
an anti-government march, mis- 
sed but splinters damaged the 
back of the car. 

Streps, offices and factories acr- 
oss the country shut for six hours 
and traffic in main towns stayed 
off the road during the strike cal- 
led by tire opposition. 

Hundreds of government emp- 
loyees walked several kilometres 
to their offices at the government 
secretariat m Dhaka but officials 
said attendance was only. seven 
per cent. 

Trains and air services ran nor- 
mally despite the stoppage, rai- 
lway and airport officials said. 

Police arrested seven people 
after a firecracker exploded out- 
side the bouse of Information 
Minister Anwar Zahid. 


S- Arabia to choosey 

exemplary 

businessman - 

RIYADH. Saudi Arabia (R) — • 
Saudi Arabian King Fahd has ord-, > >■ 
ered that a "Saudi busmessman of:. J 
the year” be named annually, tire 
official Saudi Press Agecny rep*: 
orted Saturday. The tradition was 
part of the drive in the country to . - 
boost economic and social. .dev-...', 
elopment in the kingdom at tire, 
hands of Saudi nationals, acc-’ 
ording to the agency report. Ttie~ • 
nominee would also be chosenJqr - . 
his contribution to projecting the ; ; 
Saudi image at international Jdr-\ _ 
urns dealing with worldwide hum- •' 
nnitarian causes, it said. The Saudi 
Minister of Commerce Sitieinmn' 

Al SuJaini told the agency" that J ■ 
iCkia Fahd wished to boost the ' 
role - of the Saudi businessmen in 
"helping to make the kingdom'-/, 
flourish and play the role it seeks : . 
domestically and internationally.” 

Mr. Sul aim will head tire coin- ' - , 
raittee to whom oominees wouW V 
be submitted by chambers of 
commerce and industry, the age- 
ncy said. The nommated bus- 
inessmarr would be awarded ‘ a - 
medal in a ceremony acc- 
ompanying tiie Saudi Natfonai . 
Day. 


312 houses 
destroyed ini Ore 

HONG KONG (AP) — A fee _ 
that raged for more than 12 hours r 
destroyed 312 houses in the sou- 1 - " 
them Chinese province of -Gua- 
ogdang. a Hong Kong newspaper 
reported Saturday. The Com- 
munist newspaper Ta Kung Pao, 
quoting a delayed dispatch from 
the China News Service, said the 
fire occurred Wednesday in Hai- 
kang county 400 kilo metres south 
west of Canton. No injuries were 
reported in the blaze, which was 
started by a girl playing with fire, 
the newspaper said. 

Princess Snowball 
killed by 

prospective mate r 

CHICAGO (R).— Princess Sno- 
wball a polar bear at Chicago’s 
Brookfield Zoo, was killed by 
Ceasar. her prospective mate, the 
zoo said. The beans had been sep- 
arated by a screen door for two 
weeks so they could get used to 
each other and the attack occurred 
after they came into physical con- 
tact for the first time, zoo spo- 
kesman Jean Baker said. The 
700-pound (3 20- kilogramme). . . 
Princess Snowball, who was 20 
years old, was killed by the 900- 
pound (41 0-kflogranune) Ceasar 
just minutes after the two were 
placed in tile same pen. Baker 
sa id . " He pmned her down by tire 
leg. then he attacked her ” wit- v- 
hout mating, said Baker, adding-' ^ 
that such aggressive behaviour 
was not typical for polar bears: 

“ We don’ t kirow for a fact hejw he ' 

killed her, but he did use his paws 
and his teeth." said Baker. An /. 
autopsy wfll be conducted on 
SnowbalL Polar bears who are to 
be mated in captivity are int-. 
reduced gradually so they can “ 
become accustomed to seeing and 
smelling, each other before .they •- - 
touch. Baker said. Ceasar, a2J- 
year-oki polar bear on loan from a 

Tennessee zoo, had not behaved - 
aggressively towards' ' Princess ! 
Snowball during tile two weeks 
they were kept apart by the screen 
door, she said. Princess Snowball 
who had given birth to five cubs, 

was captured off the coast of Nbr- - 
way soon after her -birth in late j 

1965,andwasdoftetedtoffieaii- 

cago Zoo the follow tog July. -- .' J 
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